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Happy 200th, Rochester!
2017 marks the 200th Anniversary since Rochester was settled, and 50 years since 
Rochester was incorporated as a City. To celebrate these milestone occasions, we’re hosting 
a year-long celebration with several special events along the way!  For up-to-the minute 
details, call (248) 656-0060 or visit downtownrochestermi.com

Bicentennial Calendar of Events
Founders Day
     March 12
     Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm
     2:00 – 4:00 pm

Greater Rochester Heritage Days
     May 20-21
     Saturday: 11 am - 6 pm
     Sunday: 11 am - 5 pm
     Dinosaur Hill

Rochester 200 Project
     May 30 – June 17
     Paint Creek Center for the Arts

State of the City
APRIL 17, 2017 
ROYAL PARK HOTEL              
600 E. UNIVERSITY

You are cordially invited to attend the State of the City Address with our Honorable Mayor, 
Cathy Daldin! Program starts promptly at 7:00 pm. Please RSVP to Kristi Trevarrow via e-mail 
at kristi@downtownrochestermi.com, or over the phone at (248) 656-0060. Please indicate 
the number of guests in your party.

Bicentennial Barn Dance
     June 23
     Times TBD
     Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm

Rochester Homecoming
     August 12
     Noon – 10:00 pm
     Rochester Municipal Park
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Downtown Rochester Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday May 6 – October 28 (E. Third & Water) 

Celebrating its 18th season, the Farmers’ Market is a frequent stop for area residents to 
enjoy the vibrant colors, aromas and flavors of southeast Michigan’s growing season.  
Located at the corner of E. Third and Water Street, just one block east of Main Street, 
the market is open every Saturday, May 6 through October 28, from 8 am – 1 pm. The 
market features only Michigan-grown (or made) products including vegetables, fruits, 
flowers, container gardens, fresh cut flowers, herbs, homemade baked goods, gnocchi, 
jams and jellies, honey, maple syrup, locally roasted coffee and various certified organic 
products including eggs, beef and chicken. For more information about the market, 
please visit downtownrochestermi.com or contact the Rochester DDA office at (248) 
656-0060.

Deck Art 2017
May 11 & 12
Downtown Rochester
Downtown Rochester is calling 
all artists: Elementary School, 
Middle School, High School, 
College, and Adult to participate in downtown Rochester’s Seventh Annual 
Skateboard Art Competition & Exhibition: Deck Art 2017. Artists are asked to 
provide their unique work on a blank skateboard deck. Winning pieces will 
be picked in each category by a panel of judges, and prizes will be awarded. 
Artist registration forms can be found online at downtownrochestermi.com. 
Submit completed registration forms to South Street Skateshop (410 Main). 
There is a registration fee of $20.00 (plus tax) for one blank skateboard deck. 
The registration deadline is Friday, April 21. Deck Art 2017 is scheduled for May 
11-12. Downtown Rochester will host both the Thursday Night Kickoff on May 11, 
and Friday Night Crawl on May 12, both from 5:00 – 9:00 pm. The events will 
include unique artwork, musical entertainment, kid’s activities, and more. For 
further information call (248) 656-0060.

Downtown Rochester  
Event Calendar
Mad Money March
March 1-31

Farmers’ Market
May 6 - October 28
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
E. Third & Water

Deck Art
May 11 & 12: 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Downtown Rochester

Greater Rochester Heritage Days
May 20-21
Saturday: 11 am - 6 pm
Sunday: 11 am - 5 pm
Dinosaur Hill 

Sidewalk Sales
July 13-15
Thurs & Fri: 10:00 am – 9:00 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Downtown Rochester

Music in the Park
June 15, 22, 29 
July 6, 13, 20, 27
7:30 – 9:00 pm
Rochester Municipal Park

Movies in the Moonlight
July 15, 22, 29 & August 5
Pre-show at 8:30 pm 
Movie begins at dusk.
E. Third & Water

Mad Money March
March 1-31
Downtown Rochester
Come April 1, there will be one lucky winner 
of a $1,000 Shopping Spree to downtown 
Rochester. How do shoppers enter to win? 
It’s simple, shop downtown Rochester this 
March! Customers may qualify for entry by 
spending at least $100 collectively at one 
or more Mad Money March participating 
business any time throughout the month 
of March. To enter for the shopping spree, 
receipts must be validated at one of three 
enter-to-win locations, Rochester DDA, South 
Street Skateshop and Fieldstone Winery. For more 
information, please visit downtownrochestermi.com 
or contact the Rochester DDA office at (248) 656-0060.

Police Open House
The Rochester Police Department 
will be holding its annual Open 
House on Saturday, June 3, 
2017 from 10 am to 2 pm. The 
Open House will feature a bike 

rodeo, child 
fingerprinting 
and other 
activities for 
children. If 
you would 
like more 
information, 
please contact 
the Police 
Department at 
(248) 651-9621.
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And the Survey Says... 
The City of Rochester Community Survey results have been gathered, and the results are 
being tabulated. Residents from all around the City responded, with 1,200+ submissions 
being collected online or via the pre-paid return envelopes. That valuable data is being 
compiled and will be presented to City Council in March, as well as posted online at 
rochestermi.org/survey. With that data, Council and City Administration will be able to 
have a more inclusive picture of our community’s strengths, as well as the areas that we 
should focus on improving in the future. 

How Our Water System Works
The City of Rochester takes pride in being a community where you live. Part of living in Rochester is having access to 
high quality water for cooking, cleaning, and keeping our lawns healthy. However, providing safe and reliable water/
sewer services to a robust community is a complex process with many moving parts. During 2017, the City will have 
newsletter articles and several public informational meetings discussing capital projects, including water and sewer 
pipes, lines, and the new rates, which will go into effect on July 1, 2017. 

The City has two water suppliers, and a sewer service, with each functioning in their own distinct way:

Well Water System - The City owns and operates several community water wells and a water treatment plant. The City 
pumps, treats and distributes this well water to 2,305 customers, generally located on the west side of the City (west 
of Letica Road). The City has operates this water system and provides water from the system at an economical rate. 

Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) Water System - When the City expanded its boundary east of Letica Road it 
entered into an agreement with Shelby Township to purchase water through the Township from the Detroit Water and 
Sewer Department (DWSD). Recently, DWSD has been replaced by the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) as the 

provider of water and sewer service to suburban communities. The City provides GLWA water to 1,722 
customers. The City is required to pay the rate as set by the GLWA. 

Sewer System - All 4,027 sewer service customers in the City receive the service from the 
same provider, the Oakland Water Resources Commission, through a contract with 

the GLWA. The City is required to pay the rate as set by the sewer service provider. 

There are certain costs associated with customers having the ability to receive 
water/sewer service when they want it; the City defines these costs as “Ready to 
Serve” costs and the costs are generally fixed (they do not change regardless how 
much water/sewer service is provided by the city). There is also a cost associated 

with the water consumption and sewer usage, and this cost can be highly variable, 
depending on individual household and seasonal changes; these costs are known 

as “Commodity Charges”. In general, customers that use less water/sewer service 
will see a savings in their water/sewer bill. High water/sewer users will see an increase 

in their bill.

The City has irrigation meters available for residents to purchase for their homes to help 
lower costs. Irrigation meters measure water that is used on the outside of the home (for example 
lawn sprinkling systems and external hose connections). The water that goes through an irrigation 
meter will not enter a home’s sewer system; so the units measured by the irrigation meter will be 
subtracted from the resident’s sewer bill. If residents are interested in learning more about an irrigation 

meter,  or have any additional questions about the water/sewer systems and their rates, please visit                            
rochestermi.org/water or contact the City at (248) 651-9061. 

City Bicentennial Monument
Construction is set to begin later this year, on the City Bicentennial Monument. A fully functional Sun Dial will walk you 
through 20 decades of Rochester’s history, spanning 200 years. Each decade stone will have a bronze plaque defining 
a moment in Rochester’s history. Fifteen decade stones are available for sponsorship. Sponsors’ names will be cast in 
a plaque. The large Gnomon (dial) is also still available to sponsor. 

For specific details about the bicentennial project, and information about donating, please check out our website at 
rochestermi.org/monument. 
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Clinton River Watershed Council 
Unveils RiverSafe LakeSafe Program
About the Program

• The RiverSafe LakeSafe 
program is a public 
education campaign 
aiming to raise awareness 
and recognize those 
who incorporate practices 
to keep our freshwater 
resources clean and healthy.

• The program promotes ways of performing common 
household tasks in a way that protects water quality in the 
Clinton River Watershed.

• The program consists of a survey which will help to identify 
areas of everyday life that impact our local water quality. If 
you qualify, you can become self – certified and recognized 
by the Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC).

• A complimentary plaque is available to all individuals 
recognized as RiverSafe LakeSafe by the CRWC.

How it Works

•Visit the CRWC website at: www.crwc.org/riversafe-
lakesafe/ to take the survey.  If you can answer “Already 
Do”, or “Pledge to Do” for every question you are qualified 
to be RiverSafe LakeSafe! Surveys will be reviewed within 
14 days of submission 

• Once qualified, residents and businesses within the 
Clinton River Watershed will receive the official RiverSafe 
LakeSafe sign to put in your yard, garden, or next to a river 
or lake on your property. 

• Plaques will be received within 30 days of survey 
completion. Plaques can be mailed to the household or 
can be picked up at the office during business hours.

For more information on this program, please contact Eric 
Diesing at the CRWC at (248) 601-0606 or eric@crwc.org. 

Reduce Your ‘Rainwater Footprint’ 
With A Rain Barrel
Rain barrels are a great way to capture rain water for use 
on your vegetable and flower gardens, trees, and turf grass.  
They also benefit our nearby lakes and streams by reducing 
the amount of rainwater runoff that is being sent to these 
waterways via pipes.  

Rain Barrel Features to Consider:

• A removable top is useful for dipping water out with a 
watering can.

• Overflow portal for excess 
rainwater overflow

• Stand or blocks for raising the 
barrel. Elevation is essential for 
maximum water pressure (1-2 feet 
is recommended).

• Screen over the barrel opening 
to trap leaves/debris and 
mosquitoes.  

Rain Barrel Selection & Placement:

• Rain barrels should be placed 
near your downspouts.

• Rain barrels range in cost from 
$70 to $250, depending on the 
style and shaping.  Choose a style 
that is right for you.

• Manufactured rain barrels come in different sizes (30 
gallon, 60 gallon, or 80 gallon).  Consider how much rain 
you will need to capture.  

Rain Barrel Installation:

• Use flexible downspout material to connect the downspout 
to the barrel.  Downspouts that ‘hang free of a solid surface’ 
are vulnerable to wind damage.  

• An extension hose attached to the overflow port is useful.  

Keep our Water Clean and Safe! - Resident Contribution: Elizabeth Krencicki
Did you know that 41.5% of the land within Michigan’s legally designated boundaries is covered by water? We are fortunate to 
have so much fresh water in and around our state so we have to make sure that we as a community keep it clean for generations 
to come. In Rochester, residents see these water sources in our local parks, ponds, rivers, streams and wetlands.

Another area that we may not think about is retention ponds in subdivisions. These ponds hold excess rainwater from the street 
sewer system until that water can safely drain into the municipal sewer and eventually into rivers and lakes. These ponds are home 
to many kinds of life such as plants, fish, turtles and birds. That also means that anything that is put into the sewers will also flow 
into our rivers and streams and could then harm those ecosystems. 

As spring approaches, there are a few simple things that you can do to help make sure the water sources in our area stay clean:

• When fertilizing your lawn, make sure to sweep any excess off the sidewalk and driveway and put it back on the grass. This will 
help keep chemicals and herbicides from impacting our environment. Sometimes the presence of algae blooms on ponds is a 
result of phosphorus from fertilizers seeping into the ponds.  

• If you choose to wash your car at home make sure to use a product that is biodegradable and safe for the environment. In 
addition, use a spray nozzle on your hose so that you use as little water as possible while washing your car.

• When cleaning out your garage or basement of unwanted oil, paint or cleaning products, make sure to dispose of them properly 
as hazardous waste. That way it does not end up in a landfill where it could contaminate groundwater. You can visit the City of 
Rochester website rochestermi.org/nohaz to learn more about disposal programs. 

These small things can make a huge difference in the health and quality of our many water sources. As Woodsy Owl used to say, 
“Give a hoot-don’t pollute!”
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IMPORTANT 
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 651-9061

Department of 
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165

Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165

EMERGENCY:
9-1-1

Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621

Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 651-4470

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector & 
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

DPW & Parks Director: 
Currently Vacant
bwing@rochestermi.org

2017 NO HAZ Dates 
and Locations:
Saturday, April 15, 8 am – 2 pm
Oxford Middle School
1420 Lakeville Road, Oxford
From M-24/Lapeer Road, 
travel east on Burdick Street
 
Saturday, June 24, 8 am – 2 pm
Oakland University – Rochester
Parking lots 35 and 37 (enter 
campus on Pioneer Drive 
from Squirrel Road, south 
of University Drive)

Saturday, July 22, 8 am – 2 pm
North Sashabaw Elementary School
5290 Maybee Road, Clarkston
 
Saturday, September.  16, 8 am – 2 pm
Oakland Community College 
Highland Lakes campus
7350 Cooley Lake Road, Waterford
Enter campus from Hospital Road
 
Saturday, October 28, 8 am – 2 pm
Wildwood Amphitheater 
2700 Joslyn Ct, Orion Township

Don’t Chop Down 
That Tree!
The City of Rochester values 
its urban canopy. Before any 
regulated tree with a diameter 
of seven (7”) inches or greater is 
removed from public or private 
property, the City must be 
notified and consulted in order 
to avoid being penalized.

Permits for tree removal are 
free, and by contacting the City 
first, you prevent yourself from 
garnering a heavy fine.  For 
more information, contact the 
City’s Deputy City Manager & 

Professional 
Forester, Nik 
Banda, to 
discuss the 
removal of 
any trees at 
(248) 651-
9061, or email 
him directly 
at nbanda@
rochestermi.
org.

Now More Options to Dispose of 
Household Hazardous Waste
Do you have hazardous household waste (HHW) 
to dispose of? You now have two options: 

1) Attend a NO HAZ collection event with a 
Drivers License showing a Rochester address 
or other proof of residency. 

2) Purchase a voucher for $30 at City Hall to 
dispose of your HHW at the SOCRRA facility 
in Troy year-round.

Hardardous waste includes everything from 
household paints and motor oils, to old 
electronics/accessories. These products must 
be disposed properly as to avoid dangerous 
polluting of our environment. 

For more information please call the Department 
of Public Works at (248) 651-5165 or visit 
rochestermi.org/nohaz. 

Be a Good Neighbor
The City of Rochester:
•	 Requires that grass be cut before it reaches 

six (6”) inches in height
•	 Prohibits the outdoor storage of unlicensed or 

inoperable vehicles
•	 Requires that pet owners keep all lawns and 

public areas free from animal waste and 
leftover food

•	 Limits the amount of firewood stored on a 
property to two face cords and the firewood 
must be stored above ground in an orderly 
manner in the backyard

•	 Regulates compost piles, addressing such 
issues as size, location and composition

Rochester ordinances require that all property 
owners and residents maintain their property. 
All areas of the property must be maintained, 
including adjoining sidewalks, alleys, fence lines, 
rear property lines, parking areas and perimeters 
of buildings.

A Notice of Violation will be issued if a property 
is not properly maintained. To report property 
maintenance violations, please contact the Fire 
Department at (248) 651-4470 or online at 
rochestermi.org/report to report the address 
and the nature of the violation.

For more information, go online and view 
the City’s Zoning Ordinances please visit 
rochestermi.org/zoningordinances. You can 
also see the City’s complete set of codes at 
rochestermi.org/citycode.  
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City Rental Unit 
Registration Program
The City has implemented a Rental Registration 
Program to ensure the health, safety and welfare of 
our residents. The Program provides for inspections 
of rental units and common areas to ensure that 
minimum safety standards are met, as well as 
maintaining the aesthetic value of the community. 

Rental units include multi-tenant buildings and 
single family homes that are renter 

occupied. General areas of 
inspection include, but are not 
limited to, ensuring that there 
are proper smoke detectors; 
there is not excessive occupancy; 
all electrical, mechanical 

and plumbing devices work 
properly; and the premises remain 

junk-free. For more information about 
your rights and responsibilities as a tenant or as 
a landlord, or to register a rental property, go to 
rochestermi.org/rentals.

Spring Cleaning Your Yard
With the weather improving and the flowers soon blooming 
it is important that you know about, and take advantage 
of, the services provided by the Rochester Department of 
Public Works. Beginning in late March, the City provides 
curbside chipping for neatly stacked branches that are 
placed on the easement between the sidewalk and the curb. 
The City will accept branches up to 8” in diameter. Green 
For Life Environmental Services will also pick up additional 
yard waste and compost on your regularly scheduled pick-
up days. Yard waste/compost should be placed in brown 
paper bags or cans that are clearly marked as yard waste.

In addition, the DPW will also begin doing routine tree 
trimming for limbs that are hanging in front of signs and 
into City streets. DPW will also work to repair sod that was 
damaged by winter snow plowing, as well as resume street 
sweeping and other projects that keep our City looking and 
functioning at its best! For additional information on these 
services, please visit rochestermi.org/publicworks. 

Sanitary Sewer Replacement
Replacing your Sanitary Sewer lines can be a 
stressful project.  Here are a couple of helpful 
suggestions to make the project a little easier.  
Before you start any digging discuss the following 
options with your Contractor:

1. You can dig up the entire piping and replace with 
new 4” PVC piping

2. You can line the existing piping, but if you choose 
this option the lining has to have a minimum of 3” 
interior dimension and it cannot be egg-shaped.  
The piping must also terminate where your line 
enters the City Sewer.  Then your Contractor shall 
supply a before and after video on the piping.

Both options do require permits before starting the 
project. For more information, visit the City’s website 
at rochestermi.org/141/Building-Department. 

Watch City Meetings Live 
on Cable and Online
You can watch live broadcasts and re-runs of City 
meetings on cable television and on the City’s website, 
rochestermi.org/webcasts. City Council, Planning Commission 
and Downtown Development Authority meetings are broadcast 
live on Rochester TV channels (Channel 17 on Comcast and 
Channel 10 on WOW). 

Volunteer to Join a City Board or Commission
Get involved by joining one of Rochester’s Boards & 
Commissions. Applications and a list of all of our Boards 
& Commissions are available at City Hall and online at 
rochestermi.org/bcapplication.

Monthly Coffee with The Mayor at OPC
This is an open forum meeting for the public to meet and talk 
with Mayor Cathy Daldin about current issues in the City. Please 
join the Mayor on the third Thursday of every month at 4:00 
pm at the Older Persons’ Commission, 650 Letica.
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The Big, Bright Light Show 
November 21 – January 1, 2017  (Nightly, 5:00 pm – Midnight)
You are invited to brighten your holidays in downtown Rochester with The Big, Bright Light 
Show! The buildings in downtown Rochester will be covered with more than 1.5 million points of 
glimmering holiday light.

The Big, Bright Light Show will debut on November 21 during Lagniappe at 7:00 pm. The display 
will be lit every evening (5:00 pm – Midnight) from November 21 through January 1, 2017.  Most 
stores are open Monday – Saturday, until 9:00 pm.

Big, Bright BONUS – The Big, Bright Light Show will be aglow every Friday, Saturday & Sunday in 
January through the Fire & Ice Festival! For more details, go to www.DowntownRochesterMI.com/
events/big-bright-light-show/.

WHY IS SNOW PLOWED IN FRONT OF
MY DRIVEWAY?
The City crews do not plow snow in front of driveways 
on purpose. There is no practical way for the snow plow 
operator to cut-off the windrow of snow when crossing 
a driveway. This problem happens, especially in cul-de-
sacs, because of the extra small space. You can help 
by placing as much snow as possible to the right side 
of your drive (see diagram). Working together will help 
reduce the amount of snow that is plowed in front of 
your driveway.

If you hire a private contractor, please remind them not 
to plow snow into the public roadway, as it is against 
State law.
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Council Approves Summer Water/Sewer Bill Resolution
Due to a combination of factors, some residents of the City of Rochester had summer water/
sewer bills that were higher than in recent years. These factors included: an unusually dry 
summer, changes in the City’s water/sewer rate structure, and the limited use of irrigation 
meters by residents to determine the amount of water going into the sewer.

In response to these issues, the Rochester City Council has officially resolved to offer a series 
of options to help address the higher bills. These measures include:

• For water/sewer bills that were due in September, 2016, no interest or penalty will be 
assessed by the City so long as the bill is paid on or before December 2, 2016.

• The deadline for residents to receive a price-reduced irrigation permit was extended one 
(1) year and now ends on December 31, 2017.  

• City Administration is authorized to create a one-time payment plan, up to 6 months in 
duration, for the resident’s most recent water/sewer bill for residents that apply using the 
form posted on the City’s website. (The form is also available at City Hall.)

• To encourage irrigation meter installation, Administration has been authorized to provide 
a one-time 50% credit on a resident’s sewer usage over 40 units during the summer 
months of June, July, and August 2016, if the resident has an irrigation meter installed 
between September 1, 2016 and April 30, 2017.

For additional information, please visit www.rochestermi.org/rates. 

Irrigation Meters Available
The City of Rochester offers an Irrigation Meter Program to its residents. The irrigation 
meter will allow water used for irrigation purposes to be excluded from the sewer portion 
of the bill. 

The amount of money saved will vary from household to household depending on the 
amount of water used. Each resident should conduct a cost-benefit analysis for their 
situation, as the initial installation cost may not be recouped for several years. Outdoor 
water spigots may also be connected to an irrigation meter, but plumbing costs may be 
higher if you choose to connect them. Ask your plumber for details. Your savings will not 
begin until the irrigation meter is installed and all paperwork is complete. To find out more 
about the City’s Irrigation Meter Program, please visit www.rochestermi.org/irrigation. 

City’s Water/Sewer Rate Structure

During the fall of 2015, City Council adopted the current rate structure after several years of 
discussion and the assistance of Umbaugh & Associates. The current structure is composed 
of the following items: the cost of the water, operations, staffing, a ready-to-serve fee, and 
a commodity charge. There is not yet a maintenance, repair, and replacement fee, although 
that is being discussed. 

The City currently has one (1) city-wide sewer system. The current rate is $3.09 per 100 
cubic feet. This rate is reviewed and adjusted annually after receiving rates from the 
Oakland Water Resources Commission (OWRC), which has a contract with the Great Lakes 
Water Authority (GLWA). 

For water services, the City has two (2) systems: well water and water through the GLWA. 
The City pumps, treats, and distributes well water to approximately 2,300 customers. The 
other water comes from the GLWA, through Shelby Township, to about 1,700 customers. 

To more accurately determine water and sewer usage, the City stopped estimating sewer 
usage and removed the 40 unit cap. Those customers who used less than 40 units were 
not impacted; however, those customers who use more than 40 units of water will receive 
higher bills. In order to lower their water/sewer bill, customers should consider installing an 
irrigation meter in order to remove the sewer portion of the bill. (See details below.)

For more details about the City’s water and sewer rate structure, the City has created a 
web page, which is located online at www.rochestermi.org/water. 

PRESORTED

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Bicentennial 
Celebration
2017 is going to be an exciting year, 
as Rochester celebrates its founding 
200 years ago 
and its 50th 
anniversary 
as a city. To 
mark these 
two important 
milestones in 
Rochester’s 
history, we are 
planning a year-
long celebration 
with community events and activities.

For more information, visit 
DowntownRochesterMI.com or 
facebook.com/RochesterBicentennial.

A Moment in Time
Donations and sponsorships are being 
accepted as construction has begun 
on the City’s Bicentennial Monument. 
Once complete, the fully functional 
Sun Dial will highlight 20 decades of 
Rochester’s history, spanning a total 
of 200 years. Each decade stone 
will have a bronze plaque describing 
a moment in Rochester’s history. 
Of the 20 decade stones originally 
available, 14 can still be sponsored. 
Sponsors’ names will be cast in a 
plaque. The large gnomon (dial) is 
also available to sponsor. In the future, 
personalized bricks will be available 
for purchase. For more information, 
call (248) 651-9061 or go online to 
www.rochestermi.org/sundial.

WHEN WILL MY STREET BE PLOWED? 

The City follows a “Prioritization” system when plowing. 
Major roads are cleared first and then local streets will 
be cleared next. The DPW staff will be working diligently 
this winter to plow all City streets, so please be assured 
that your street will be plowed. 

We appreciate your patience while our City crews are 
out working to keep all of our City streets clear. If you 
have an issue, please call Public Works at (248) 651-5165.  

PLEASE BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR 
AND SHOVEL YOUR SIDEWALK
Being a “walkable community” is part of what makes 
Rochester great! Please shovel your sidewalk and keep 
it clear of ice and snow, for your family, your neighbors, 
and especially for children going to and from school and 
for the elderly. City Code requires the owner/occupant 
to clear snow and ice from the sidewalks adjoining any 
side of the property. An accumulation of 3” or more of 
snow must be cleared within 24 hours. A diligent effort 
must be made by the owner to control ice accumulation 
by complete removal or by applying sufficient amounts 
of de-icing material or sand. Failure to clear snow and ice 
may result in the issuance of a civil infraction and a fine, so 
please, be a “Good Neighbor” this winter and take care of 
clearing your snow and ice.

Snow Emergency Parking Restrictions 
The City of Rochester regulates winter parking through a 
Snow Emergency Ordinance (52-121). Parking is prohibited on 
all City streets when a Snow Emergency is in effect. A Snow 
Emergency may be declared when there is a snow fall in 
progress, or when 4 inches or more of snow has been forecast. 
As soon as a Snow Emergency has been declared, notice will 
be provided by local radio and television news stations, and 
the City will send out a Newsflash, so be sure to sign up for 
alerts at www.rochestermi.org/notifyme. All vehicles must 
remain off all City streets until the roads are cleared of ice 
and snow by the DPW. In the event it is impossible to remove 
vehicles from the roadway, owners should call Police Dispatch 
at (248) 651-9621 to request permission to park, which will 
only be granted for vehicles that cannot be moved into an 
available driveway or another location. To prevent getting a 
ticket, park all of your vehicles off the street when snow is in 
the forecast or appears imminent. Your cooperation will help 
make City streets safer by allowing the DPW staff to clear the 
streets as quickly as possible.
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