Fall 2018

Mayor Rob Ray
rray@rochestermi.org

Mayor Pro Tem Kim Russell
krussell@rochestermi.org

The Big, Bright
Light Show

November 19 - January 6
Downtown Rochester
Nightly: 5:00 pm – Midnight
Council Member Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

A dazzling holiday light display featuring
over 1.5 million points of light in downtown
Rochester. The show will continue to be aglow
weekends in January through January 20.

Lagniappe
Council Member Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Ben Giovanelli
bgiovan@rochestermi.org

November 19
6:00 - 9:00 pm
Merchants offer “Lagniappe” (Creole
for “a little something extra”) to their customers
as a token of appreciation for their support
throughout the year. Enjoy strolling carolers, free
horse-drawn carriage rides, Santa Claus, and the
lighting of The Big, Bright Light Show at 7:00
pm. For more information, call (248) 656-0060
or visit www.downtownrochestermi.com.

Downtown
Rochester
Holiday
Farmers’
Market
Rochester Fire Department
Thursdays: November
through December*
Shop with your favorite farmers’
market vendors and holiday
artisans at our indoor Holiday
Farmers’ Market! The market is open
Thursdays from 5:00pm - 8:00pm
and is held at the Rochester Fire
Department. For more information,
call (248) 656-0060 or visit www.
downtownrochestermi.com. *The
Market will be closed November 22.

2018 General Election
NOVEMBER 6, 2018

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

First, are you REGISTERED? Check that you are registered at your current address at
www.mi.gov/vote. If you are not, or need to make a change, contact the City Clerk’s office for
assistance. Persons must be registered to vote 30 days prior to an election. The deadline to be
registered for the November 6, 2018 election is Tuesday, October 9, 2018. Persons can register
to vote at any Secretary of State’s office, the local Clerk’s office or by mail with restrictions.
Second, ABSENTEE BALLOTS: Absentee ballots are available as early as 45 days before an
election, so don’t wait! Call the City Clerk’s office for an application as soon as you know you’ll
need an absentee ballot.
Last, POLLS WILL BE OPEN from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm on every election day.

Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

If you have any questions regarding elections, call the City Clerk’s office at (248) 651-9061 or
email elections@rochestermi.org.
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Downtown Rochester
Event Calendar
Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday:
May - October
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
E. Third & Water
Trick-or-Treat Downtown
October 20
3:30 – 5:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Halloween Movies in the
Moonlight: Ghostbusters
(1984)
October 20
5:30pm
E. Third & Water
Holiday Expo
November 12
5:00 - 9:00 pm
Royal Park Hotel
600 E. University
Festival of Trees
November 16 - 18
Rochester Community
House
Lagniappe
November 19
6:00 - 9:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
The Big Bright Light Show
November 19 - January 1
Downtown Rochester
Small Business Saturday
November 24
Downtown Rochester
Kris Kringle Market
November 30; 4 - 10:00 pm
December 2; 12 - 10:00 pm
W. Fourth between Main &
Walnut
Rochester Area Hometown
Christmas Parade
December 2
2:00 - 5:00 pm
Caroling in the City
December 16
5:00 - 8:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Main Street

Festival of Trees Cocktail Preview
Rochester Community House
November 16 - 18
On November 16th from 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm, be the first to
enjoy decorated trees, wreaths, tablescapes, centerpieces,
and more during this Cocktail Preview including a strolling
dinner and silent auction. Limited tickets available for the
cocktail preview. All proceeds benefit The Big, Bright Light
Show. November 17th & November 18th Festival of Trees will be open to the
public to enjoy a holiday spectacular unlike any other, featuring trees, wreaths,
tablescapes, centerpieces, and more designed and donated by the Metro
Detroit community. To purchase tickets for the cocktail preview or if you have
any questions, call (248) 656-0060 or visit www.downtownrochestermi.com.

Kris Kringle
Market
W. Fourth between
Main & Walnut
November 30,
4:00 – 10:00 pm
December 1, Noon – 10:00 pm
Visitors can enjoy the food,
shopping, entertainment and
ambiance of this open-air market
which features handcrafted gifts,
holiday décor, and specialty
foods. For more information, call
(248) 656-0060 or visit www.
downtownrochestermi.com.

Caroling in the City
Downtown Rochester
December 16
5:00 - 8:00 pm
A cornucopia of holiday merriment,
complete with live entertainment,
Christmas-themed contests, holiday
sweets & treats and, of course,
caroling! All on Main Street with
the backdrop of the stunning Big,
Bright Light Show. It’s more holiday
merriment than you can shake a
candy cane at! For more information,
call (248) 656-0060 or visit www.
downtownrochestermi.com.

Rochester Area Hometown
Christmas Parade
December 2
2:00 pm
The Rochester Regional Chamber Foundation is
hard at work on the 2018 Rochester Area Hometown
Christmas Parade brought to you by Genisys Credit
Union. Make sure to Save the Date for Sunday, December 2 at 2:00 pm when the
largest Christmas parade in Michigan will march down Main Street in its 67th year.
Want to get your business or organization involved? The Chamber is excited to
welcome floats, marchers, bands and more. Want to support the parade? Brand
new Christmas Parade apparel is available at www.rrc-mi.com!
To learn more or to get involved, visit www.rrc-mi.com or contact the Chamber at
(248) 651-6700 or info@rrc-mi.com.

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!
visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester
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Help Prevent Sewer Backups
Fat, oil, and grease (FOG) are by-products of cooking found
in food scraps, meat fats, lard, cooking oil, butter, margarine,
and shortening. FOG in sewer pipes can create severe pollution
problems in our City. FOG enters sewer pipes through restaurant,
residential, and commercial sink drains. Once in the sewer, FOG
sticks to the pipe and thickens. FOG can build up and eventually
block the entire pipe. Blockages in sewer pipes can send sewage
backward – out of manholes into streets and rivers, or up floor
drains in homes. Preventing sewer backups from FOG blockages
saves residents money and protects the environment. When
sewer pipes on private property back up, the homeowner is
responsible for the cleanup. Cleanup costs can be expensive.
Follow These Tips to Help Keep Drains Clear:
• Pour or scrape greasy or oily food waste into a container or jar.
Allow grease to cool or freeze in the container before throwing it
in the trash.

Storm Drain Awareness
Everything that goes down a storm drain
flows into our lakes and streams. Follow these
tips below to keep our waterways clean:
Sweep extra fertilizer, grass clippings, and
dirt on your driveway back onto your lawn.
Hosing down your driveway sends these
pollutants into storm drains that lead to
waterways.

• Mix liquid vegetable oil with an absorbent material such as cat
litter or coffee grounds in a sealable container before throwing it
in the trash.

Only allow rain to go down the drain. Never
dump motor oil, chemicals, pet waste, leaves,
dirty or soapy water, or anything else down
the storm drain. All of these materials pollute
our lakes and streams.

• Keep drains clean by pouring 1/2 cup baking soda down the
drain followed by ½ cup vinegar. Wait 10 to 15 minutes and then
rinse with hot water.

You can also volunteer to label storm drains
in your neighborhood to inform residents that
storm drains flow directly to lakes and streams.

For more information, contact the City DPW at (248) 651- 6165 or
visit www.rochestermi.org/fog.

Contact Rochester Public Works at (248) 6515165 or the Clinton River Watershed Council
at (248) 601-0606 for more information on
storm drain labeling programs.

Harmful Environmental & Health Effects of Coal Tar Sealant
Coal tar sealant is a substance that is applied to asphalt to seal the surface and prevent damage from everyday
wear and tear. Coal tar sealant contains Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs). These harmful compounds have
been found in streams across the state of Michigan after stormwater runoff polluted with these compounds enters
the waterways and is mixed with the freshwater. Coal tar sealant is also a known toxin to some species of fish and
macroinvertebrates. Some species of fish exposed to coal tar sealant were found with developmental disabilities.
How does coal tar sealant containing PAH’s get into the environment? Coal Tar enters local freshwater ecosystems
through stormwater runoff entering our storm drains. In warm weather, toxic PAH particles are released from the
sealant into the air we breathe. Particles can also be
blown into the air by the wind, tracked indoors on the
bottoms of shoes, and also stick to the bottoms of tires
on cars and carried as we drive.
What can you do?
•Do not use Coal Tar Sealant whenever possible.
•Seek alternatives such as asphalt based materials
which contain lower concentrations of PAHs.
•Contact the Clinton River Watershed Council for
recommendations on alternatives to coal tar sealant at
contact@crwc.org or (248) 601-0606.
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Preventative Maintenance for Our Water System
Everybody knows that hydrants are essential to provide water for fire protection, but they
also serve a critical role in ensuring customers receive reliable, quality water service at their
homes or business. Hydrants are necessary to improve water quality by removing mineral and
sediment deposits that accumulate in the pipes over time.
The process is known as hydrant flushing, and it is an essential maintenance procedure all
water providers must perform periodically to ensure the delivery of water that meets state and
federal drinking water standards.
During flushing activities, hydrants are opened for a limited period at strategic points of
the system, moving water through the pipes at a high speed to discharge the minerals and
sediments that settle in the pipes over time. Flushing also helps to maintain flow and pressure
in the water system.
Customers may experience fluctuation in water pressure or the temporary presence of
sediment in their water during flushing periods, but the condition is temporary and poses
no health hazard. If water appears cloudy or discolored, residents should run cold water in a
utility sink or tub until it runs clear again. Water service should not be interrupted by flushing
activities.
More information will be available on the City’s website regarding the times and locations
where hydrant flushing will occur. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Public
Works at (248) 651-5165.

Tips on How to Protect
Water Quality for Riverfront
Property Owners
Riverfront property owners have a special responsibility
to prevent pollutants from entering the waterbody.
Some common pollutants include: lawn fertilizers, runoff
from driveways, roofs and walkways, lawn clippings and
leaves, soil from the shoreline or streambank, lawn &
garden pesticides, oil & gas from autos (and boats), and
septic system effluent.
If you live along the river, you can help protect water
quality by following these tips at home:
•Avoid feeding waterfowl.
•Maintain a minimum 15-foot no-mow, fertilizer-free
buffer area adjacent to water body.
•When using fertilizer, choose a slow-release nitrogen
and no-phosphorus formula.
•Mow grass high - a 3-inch blade is optimum for water
conservation and promoting root growth.
•Avoid weed-n-feed products - combination products
often add unnecessary herbicides to the environment.
A better approach is to identify the weed of concern
and selectively spot treat the weed(s) with appropriate
herbicide.
•Dispose of yard waste properly per City requirements or
try home composting - NEVER DUMP YARD WASTE IN
WATERCOURSES!

Holiday Windows on Display
in Downtown Rochester
Visit downtown to see holiday window displays at
your favorite stores beginning November 12. A panel
of judges will decide the first, second and third place
windows which will be announced on stage during
Lagniappe on November 19.
For more information, call (248) 656-0060 or visit
www.downtownrochestermi.com.

Proper Medication Disposal
for Water Quality
Never place expired pharmaceuticals down a toilet or
sink, where they can enter our drinking water supply.
Drop them off at the Rochester Police Department
during normal business hours. Old medications can
also be dropped off at any North Oakland Household
Hazardous Waste Program (NoHaz) Collection site this
year.
For more information on the NoHaz Program and
upcoming locations and times, visit www.oakgov.com.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 651-4470

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda

Fall Leaves
Fall leaf collection for residents
The City provides leaf collection for our residents, but has not yet set the opening
date for the 2018 curbside leaf program. We request residents to please keep all
leaves out of the curb and gutter until the City provides the season opening date for
the program, which will be posted on our website and sent out in an e-blast.
Once the program begins, we request residents either rake leaves in rows to the edge
of the roadway or place leaves in yard waste collection bags. If you rake the leaves
to the edge of the roadway, the leaf piles should be raked away from the storm catch
basins to avoid flooding. If you place leaves in yard waste collection bags, the city’s
refuse hauler will collect these bags. Please do not put any yard waste or brush in the
leaf piles.
Save time by mulching
An easy way to get rid of leaves is to mow them directly into your lawn. You can do
this with a regular mower, especially if the leaves are dry, but a mulch-mower works
best. Leaves 6-8” deep may require several passes with your mower. Mulching leaves
has several benefits including nourishing the soil, increasing water holding capacity of
the soil, increasing biological activity of earthworms, microbes, and other beneficial
organisms. This also eliminates or reduces yard waste from entering the ‘waste stream’.
Please contact the department of public works at (248) 651-5165 if you have any
questions or need further information.

nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

Public Works Director:
Shannon Filarecki
sfilarecki@rochestermi.org

Where Should My Irrigation
Meter Go?
Rochester City Council has approved a policy
that requires that all new irrigation meters be
installed on the interior of the building. Should
this be unfeasible, there is an appeal system that
consumers may apply for.
This new policy is designed to ensure that such
irrigation meters are installed in the optimal
location for accessibility, ease of reading,
non-exposure to the elements, proper meter
condition, and other considerations.
Council has made it a priority to ensure that
property owners have the ability to install
irrigation meters so that sewer charges will not
be applied to water usage through irrigation
systems. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact the City at (248)
651-9061, or visit www.rochestermi.org/
irrigation for more information.

Protect the Trees!
The City of Rochester values
its urban canopy. Before any
regulated tree with a diameter
of seven (7”) inches or greater is
removed from public or private
property, the City must be notified
and consulted in order to avoid
being penalized.
Permits for tree removal are
free, and by contacting the City
first, you prevent yourself from
garnering a heavy fine. For
more information, contact the
City’s Deputy City Manager
& Professional Forester, Nik
Banda, to discuss the removal of
any trees at (248) 651-9061, or
email him directly at nbanda@
rochestermi.org.
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River Saftey Improvements
Have you noticed large diamond-shaped signs along the Clinton River recently? In conjunction
with neighboring communities, the Rochester Fire Department recently placed marking
signs along the Clinton River. These markers, currently placed along the river in Rochester
Hills, Rochester, and Shelby Township, allow our emergency response personnel to locate
citizens quicker and more efficiently in times of need. If you are kayaking, canoeing, fishing,
or just hanging out along the Clinton River, watch for these location signs in case you need
to contact emergency services!
Each one of the emergency response points has been located with a GPS and the locations
plotted to a map that is at dispatch and with each of the fire vehicles. All of these actions
have been taken to improve the safety of our residents and those just floating through.

City Mailing Address

Shake Your Mailbox!

Be sure that any and all mail for the City,
your elected officials, and the City’s
employees are now sent only to:

The Rochester Department of
Public Works asks residents who
have mailboxes at the road edge to
prepare for winter by shaking their
mailbox. The initiative is intended
to prevent mailboxes from being
damaged by snow pushed off the
road by snowplows. If you have
questions on what is permitted,
please call the Rochester DPW at
(248) 651-5165 or visit the City’s
website www.rochestermi.org/shake.

400 Sixth Street, Rochester, MI 48307

New Water Rates Started
September 1st
On August 13th, City Council discussed adjustments to the
Water and Sewer usage rates for the City of Rochester.
These adjustments are the same for all sewer customers, but
variable for water customers based on their supplier (Well
Water/Great Lakes Water Authority).
All of the adjustments are reflective of the changes in cost
that have occurred from each of the services providers. The
Infrastructure Committee recommended these changes as
being necessary to maintain high quality service, while also
providing significant value for our customers around the City.
For specific details regarding these changes and for more
information on your rates, visit www.rochestermi.org/rates
or contact City Hall at (248) 651-9061.

Small Business
Saturday
November 24
Downtown Rochester
Enjoy complimentary carriage rides from 11:00 am – 2:00
pm at E. Fourth & Main. Shop Small. Shop Downtown
Rochester! For more information, call (248) 656-0060
or visit www.downtownrochestermi.com.

