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2022 EVENTS
Founder’s Day Celebration
March 20
2:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Van Hoosen Farm - Calf Barn

Visit www.rochesterhills.org/
musprograms for details.

Rochester Pollinators: Learn How to Prepare your Garden for Spring
Planting—It’s Easier Than You Think!
Go to www.dinosaurhill.org for
March 29, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
details.
Rochester Hills Public Library
Farmers’ Market
May 7 - October 29
Farmers’ Market Lot
Corner of E. 3rd & Water Street

Details at www.downtownrochestermi.com.

Deck Art
May 12 & 13
At Participating Businesses

More info at www.downtownrochestermi.com.

Native Flower & Shrub Sale
June 11 & 18, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Farmers’ Market Lot
Corner of E. 3rd & Water Street

Email pollinators@trentcreative.
com for more info.

Junk in the Trunk
June 18, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Farmers’ Market Upper Lot
Corner of E. 3rd & Water Street

Go to: www.downtownrochestermi.com.
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City of Rochester Departments
City Hall: (248) 733-3700
Public Works: (248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer: (248) 651-5165
Emergency: 9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police: (248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire: (248) 841-1439

Rochester Tree Committee
In the spring of 2021, the Rochester City Council formed the Tree Committee made up of passionate citizens and city council
members. Last year the committee announced the “Rochester 100” project which had a goal of planting 100 new trees citywide
through a combination of street plantings throughout the city and our “Tree-bate Program” where citizens are reimbursed up to
$250 to plant trees on their property working with reputable local nurseries. So, you may ask, what were our results one year
later?
We were very busy this past year and exceeded our goal by planting a total of 142 new trees. In addition, we worked with the
“SavaTree Consulting Group” to measure our tree canopy and the data showed a 30% tree canopy for the city of Rochester, which
according to the experts is outstanding for a city with a downtown footprint like we have. And we are pleased to announce that
Rochester has been recognized for the 8th year in a row as a Certified Tree City USA member by the Arbor Day Foundation.
We are now focused on 2022 and will continue the “Tree-bate Program” for all residents, and will celebrate Arbor Day on April
29th by planting more trees in the Mt. Avon Cemetery, as we did last year. We also pleased to announce two new tree planting
projects planned. The first is to plant 25-30 new Sugar Maples in the updated Community Garden to create a beautiful park-like
setting. And we are looking to have additional street plantings along Letica, south of Parkdale and on the west side of the street
adjacent to the Village Green Apartment Complex.
All of us on the Tree Committee are committed to increasing our tree canopy and planting trees today that our children and
grandchildren will enjoy in the years ahead.

Budget Timeline
Budget time is opportunity time, a chance to shape Rochester’s future. City Council and staff are committed to fiscal
discipline, participation in committee activities, support of core government services, and investment in community
assets. Efficient and effective use of City resources requires planning and control. The annual budget is the tool the City
uses to plan and control resources and achieve its long- and short-range objectives as desired by the City Council and
the community.
Basic Budget Timeline
1. Planning begins ~ 6 months prior to the May budget adoption date. Department Goals & Objectives are
developed and connected to the City’s broader strategic plan.
2. Departmental budgets fine-tuned ~ 5 months prior to target budget adoption date.
3. Revenue forecasting begins.
4. Executive preparation should occur 2-3 months prior to target adoption date.
5. Council reviews occurs prior to adoption.
6. Public hearings will occur prior to adoption.
7. Adoption and Execution of the approved budget.

COVID-19 Updates
The spread of COVID-19 and the Omicron variant continues throughout Michigan and Oakland County. It’s good to be aware of
the latest guidelines from the CDC and the Oakland County Health Department regarding vaccines, boosters and masks. Oakland
County is currently vaccinating all persons aged five (5) years or older who either live, work or study in Oakland County.
Where can I get a COVID-19 Vaccine? Oakland County offers Community Clinics with the ability to set an appointment online
or simply walk in to receive a vaccine. There are no barriers to getting the vaccine and there are more places than ever to find
a shot. Many pharmacies and other health care providers in the area also have shots available and are welcoming walk-ins for doses.
Get the COVID-19 Booster: Getting a booster is an effective way to protect yourself against COVID-19. Search
vaccines.gov, text your ZIP code to 438829, or call 1-800-232-0233 to find booster locations near you.
Masks are still a viable part of protection. Masks are made to contain droplets and particles you breathe,
cough, or sneeze out. If they fit closely to the face, they can also provide you some protection from particles
spread by others, including the virus that causes COVID-19. Masks provide a barrier that keeps respiratory
droplets from spreading.
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To get the latest
COVID-19 info,
scan the QR code.

How are Materials Treated at
NoHaz Collection Events?
Flammable Liquid - Energy Recovery
Oil Based Paint - Energy Recovery
Latex Paint - Recycling/Stabilization
Aerosol Cans - Energy Recovery
Acidic Products - Stabilization
Caustic/Basic Products - Stabilization
Oxidizers - Stabilization
Neutral/Toxic Products - Stabilization
Herbicides & Pesticides - Stabilization/Destructive
Incineration
Oil - Recylcing
Antifreeze - Recylcing
Fire Extinguishers - Recylcing
Propane Cylinder - Recylcing
Expired Medicines - Stabilization/Destructive Incineration
Medical Waste Sharps - AUTOCLAVE
Electronic Equipment - Recylcing
Automotive Batteries - Recylcing
Household Batteries - Recylcing
Fluorescent Lamps - Recylcing
Lithium Batteries - Recylcing
Smoke Detectors - Recycling/Landfill
Visit www.oakgov.com/advantageoakland/planning/wasteandrecycling/Pages/nohaz.aspx for more details and for 2022 dates and
locations.

Recycling Cups and Cartons—
NOW ACCEPTED
GFL is pleased to announce that its recycling program is
expanding. In addition to other acceptable recyclable items at its
recycling facility, GFL now accepts cartons and paper cups. Both
cartons and paper cups are easy to recognize and recycle. Food
and beverage cartons are used for products like milk, juice, soup,
broth, dairy milk alternatives and more!
Cartons come in two types:
• Rectangular-shaped aseptic cartons
found on store shelves.
• Familiar gable-top, refrigerated
cartons found in the refrigerated section.
When recycling, remember to empty your cartons, replace the
cap and place the whole item in your recycling container (no
need to flatten). Paper cups include coffee cups and cups used
for fountain drinks and other cold beverages. Next time you
get a beverage to go, remember that you can recycle the cup
when you get home. Be sure to empty any remaining liquid and
discard straws, lids or stirrers in the trash and then place your
paper cup in your recycling container.
This advancement is possible thanks to the support of the Carton Council and Foodservice Packaging Institute as part
of ongoing initiatives to increase recycling of cartons and cups
in communities across the country. Investments like this into
Michigan’s recycling systems will have a positive

economic and environmental benefits for the entire state.

Strategic Plan Update
During 2022, the City will be working on our next strategic plan. Documents such as the 2021 Community Survey, the 2022 Master Plan
Update, the 2019 Parks Master Plan, and other documents will provide the background info for staff and City Council.
If you happen to receive an email or text message of the past few months, it is because the City hired a firm called Insights, to help us
directly ask questions, using their platform, via emails and text messages. From there, responses have been analyzed to extract bottom-line
insights. Those insights will be shared publicly on the following webpage (https://rochestermi.org/586/2022-Strategic-Plan), as well as with
City Council and staff.
The insights platform allows the City to shift from traditional outreach and move to two-way communication. Besides using the City’s
newsletter to provide feedback, the insights platform has allowed the City to close feedback loops and send personal updates to
participants, as well as share it publicly within weeks.
The City anticipates working on the strategic plan during 2022, with the goal of concluding in late 2022 or early 2023. If you have any
questions, please email Blaine Wing, City Manager, at citymanager@rochestermi.org.

City of Rochester Receives 2022 Source Water Protection Grant
The City of Rochester was one of 30 communities to receive a 2022 Source Water Protection grant from the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). This grant money will allow the City to continue our public education
and planning efforts through the purchase of materials, website content, development of a comprehensive Wellhead Protection and Emergency
Response Plan.
If you’re interested in hearing more about our program, or if you’d like us to present to your group on wellhead protection issues, please contact
the Public Works Department at: (248) 651-5165.
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Expanded Butterfly Garden at Municipal Park
You might have noticed the beautiful new Butterfly Garden expansion in the
Municipal Park last fall! The garden expansion was
celebrated on August 23, 2021 with an official ribboncutting ceremony. This expansion features more native
plantings for pollinators, more benches, a few trees, etc.

Rochester Pollinators.

The original Butterfly Garden was conceived by
Rochester Economic Development Coordinator, Nik
Banda, who has a forestry background. It came to life
through the labors of City Landscapist Bart Jones and
DPW worker Colin Pettit along with native plant
expertise and educational signage offered by the

The Butterfly Garden is a great example of the power of a shared vision and
collaboration in our city. It blooms year round so come often!

Now Open! Our Native Seed Library at
Dinosaur Hill Nature Center
The Rochester Pollinators are excited to announce that the
new Seed Library, located at Dinosaur Hill Nature Center,
is now open to the public. A variety of native plant seeds
are available for you to browse and “borrow.” When your
new plants go to seed you can “return” their seeds to replenish the seed
library. These are perfect for your winter sowing project! Detailed
instructions for how to use the library and how to plant your native seeds
are available on site. Membership is free. Visit dinosaurhill.org for more
information.

Keep in Mind: Spring City Requirements
• Grass must be cut before it reaches six (6) inches in height.
• Grass clippings are prohibited from being blown into City streets in
order to prevent debris from clogging storm drains.
• Unlicensed/inoperable vehicles are prohibited from being stored outside.
• Pet owners must keep all lawns and public areas free from animal
waste and leftover food.
• Firewood stored on a property is limited to two face cords; and the
firewood must be stored neatly above ground in the backyard.
• Residents should use common sense with regards to burning wood in
order to maintain excellent air quality for our residents, (City officials
will administer the Ringelmann smoke chart to determine whether a case
is in violation of the City ordinance on firewood smoke.)
• Compost piles are regulated according to size, location and composition.
• Oil or other solvents are prohibited from being poured down storm
storm drains or sanitary sewers as this creates sewer backups and
pollutes the waterways.
• Requires that all exterior lighting shall be so installed that the surface of
the source of light shall not be visible from any bedroom window, and
shall be so arranged as far as practical to reflect light away from any
residential area.
A Notice of Violation will be issued if a property is not properly maintained. To report property maintenance
violations, please call the Fire Department at (248) 651-4470 or visit www.rochestermi.org/report. For more
information on the City’s Zoning Ordinances, and for a complete set of municipal codes, please visit our website
at www.rochestermi.org.
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Don’t Chop Down That Tree!
The City of Rochester values its urban
canopy. Before any regulated tree with a
diameter of seven (7) inches or greater
is removed from public or private
property, the City must be notified and
consulted in order to avoid penalty.
Permits for tree removal are free, and
by contacting the City first, you prevent
yourself from garnering a heavy fine.
For more information, contact the
Deputy City Manager & Professional
Forester, Nik Banda, to discuss the
removal of any trees at (248) 733-3700
or email at nbanda@rochestermi.org.

Home Emergencies can be a
DRAIN!
The National League of Cities endorses the
Service Line Warranties of America (SLWA)
program, and while the City does not endorse it,
the City’s aim is to bring attention to this type of
insurance and explain where residents can get
additional information.
Eligible Rochester homeowners can choose
Service Line Warranties of America to bring
them valuable protection for lines on their
property and inside their homes. The service
plans offered to homeowners through SLWA are
solutions to help protect owners from the cost
and inconvenience of home repair emergencies.
Homeowners are often unaware these types of
repairs are not covered by basic homeowners
insurance policies or by the City. Rochester and
SLWA have worked together to tailor the program to meet the needs of our customers.
Home Emergency Protection
• 24/7 hotline staffed by expert agents
• Professional, licensed technicians
• No deductible
• One-year guarantee on covered repairs
For more info go to www.slwofa.com or call
1-844-257-8795.
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Suicide Prevention Training
The Oakland County Suicide Prevention Task Force leads an
initiative to share suicide prevention and detection
strategies. The Task Force offers a Suicide Prevention 101
training for individuals of high school age or older that
touches on the importance of mental health, recognizing
signs of potential suicide, and learning the skills to open a
conversation with others about suicide.
The 60-minute Suicide Prevention 101 Presentation is
virtual and can be scheduled upon request through their
website at: https://www.oakgov.com/health/partnerships/Pages/Youth-Suicide-Prevention.aspx.
For more information, email polmeark@oakgov.com or
call 248-858-7171.

City Seeks Volunteers
Get involved by joining one of
Rochester’s Boards & Commissions.
Applications and a list of all of our
Boards and Commissions are available
at City Hall and online at:
www.rochestermi.org/bcapplication.

Master Plan Schedule
1. Planning Commission Initiates Update
2. Intent to Plan Notifications
3. Plan Submittal to Elected Body
4. Distribution Approval: November 23, 2021
5. Master Plan Distribution: November
24, 2021
6. Review & Comment Period:
November 24, 2021 - January 25, 2022
7. Public Hearing & Notice Planning
Commission: February 7, 2022
8. Planning Commission Master Plan
Approval: Scheduled for March 7, 2022
9. Optional: Elected Body Master Plan
Approval: Scheduled for March 28, 2022

Follow us on Social
Media!
Facebook: facebook.com/rochestermigov
Twitter: twitter.com/Rochester_MI
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/
rochestermi
SeeClickFix: rochestermi.org/seeclickfix

Coffee with the Mayor
at the Older Persons’
Commission (OPC)
Coffee with the Mayor will continue
to occur every fourth Tuesday of
each month in the OPC Library, at
4:30 p.m. The OPC is located at 650
Letica Drive.

Watch City Meetings Live on Cable and Online
You can watch live broadcasts and re-runs of City meetings on cable television and on the City’s website,
www.rochestermi.org/webcasts. City Council, Planning Commission and Downtown Development
Authority meetings are broadcast live on local television. Rochester Government TV appears on channel 99
on the AT&T U-verse system, and this applies to WOW and Xfinity (Comcast) users.
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