PRELIMINARY HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT
STATE SAVINGS BANK BUILDING LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
408-410 SOUTH MAIN STREET
ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN
CHARGE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS STUDY COMMITTEE
In April 2012, the Rochester City Council approved the request by the Rochester Historical
Commission to establish a Historic District Study Committee. The Historic Districts Study
Committee was appointed by Rochester City Council on September 24, 2012. On November 10,
2014, the Rochester City Council adopted Rochester Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Historic
Preservation. This ordinance requires that a study committee be appointed prior to the
establishment of a historic district, and shall include a majority of persons who have a clearly
demonstrated interest in, or knowledge of, historic preservation. The study committee is charged
with carrying out an inventory, research, and preparation of a preliminary historic district study
committee report for a proposed historic district following the selection criteria for evaluation
issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National
Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR part 60, and criteria established or approved
by the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office. Study committee members serve three year
terms. A list of current committee members follows.
STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Eric Bothwell, a retired General Motors graphic designer, has a history of community
involvement, including serving on the Greater Rochester Heritage Days Board, the City
Beautiful Commission, the Historical Commission and the Historic District Study Committee.
As a skilled designer and photographer, he has documented historic resources for the Study
Committee Reports and Main Street Makeover.
Gail Bothwell has lived in Rochester since 1944. She has a strong interest in historic preservation
and is an active member of the Rochester Historical Commission and the liaison to the Michigan
Historic Preservation Network. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study
Committee in 2012 and has attended numerous historic related conferences and workshops.
Tricia DeMarco is a recent resident and wants to help contribute to preserving the heritage and
sense of place and community of Rochester. She is a professional planner, engineer, and LEED
accredited certified planner. She has a Master of Urban Design and Planning and a Master of
Civil Engineering. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study Committee in June
2015.
John Dziurman, AIA, NCARB a registered architect with a practice focused on historic
preservation, and meets the qualification for historic architect. He is a member of the Rochester
Historical Commission, liaison to the Planning Commission and chair of the Study Committee.
Previously, he was a member of the Rochester Hills Historic District Commission for 24 years
and it’s Study Committee for 11 years.
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Paul Haig, a jeweler/art dealer is the owner of two historic properties in Rochester, an 1880
residence and an 1898 commercial building in downtown Rochester. Paul is very active in the
community and is a member of the Downtown Development Authority Board and numerous
service organizations. He has been a member and vice-chair of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2013.
Gail Kemler has lived in Rochester since the 1920s and remains active in the community. She
was a member of the Rochester Board of Education, president of the Rochester Avon Historical
Society, a member of the Historical Commission and has been actively involved in creating
historic districts in Rochester since 1977. She has been a member of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2012.
Michael Paradise is a 40 year resident of Rochester, served on three Historic District Study
Committees since 1977 and was a charter member of the Rochester Downtown Development
Authority in 1982. He is dedicated to preserving the historic legacy and charm that originally
drew him to Rochester. Michael is an Artist, Designer, Technology Coordinator & Media Lab
Manager for 20 years at Cranbrook Academy of Art.
Elaine H. Robinson and Scott Slagor, architectural historians with Commonwealth Cultural
Resources Group, Inc., assisted the study committee in its work.
INVENTORY
A photographic inventory of the proposed district was conducted in 2015 as part of the
Rochester Historic Districts Survey. The photographer for the State Savings Bank Building was
Eric Bothwell, Rochester Historic District Study Committee. Copies of the photographs and
resulting historic district reports are located at the Rochester City Hall, the Rochester Hills
Museum, and the State Historic Preservation Office.
DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT
The State Savings Bank Building is located in the downtown commercial core of Rochester,
Michigan (Figures 1 and 2).1 The two-story building is positioned on east side of South Main
Street in the middle of a block lined with one- and two-story commercial buildings, dating from
the late nineteenth century to recent decades. Between the building and the street is a concrete
sidewalk and street furniture, including a modern street light, parking meters, and trash
receptacles.
The two-story, early twentieth-century commercial building has a rectilinear footprint and flat
roof. The façade is brick with decorative details, including a stepped parapet that features stone
modillions, a shallow cornice lined with dentils and supported by small paired brackets, and
quoins framing the façade’s second story (Figure 3). The façade is divided into four fenestration
1

The map in Figure 2 utilizes City of Rochester GIS mapping for the legal parcels overlaid on an aerial
photograph. The distortion seen is a result of the angle of the aerial photography. In reality, the building at the
footprint is within the defined boundary.
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bays with two storefronts on the first story and four window openings on the second. The north
storefront has a recessed entrance in the outer bay and a large display window resting on a brick
bulkhead. The south storefront has a center display window on a wood paneled bulkhead, which
is flanked by recessed, glazed entrances, each with transoms above. Each storefront has wood
signboards above the first-story fenestration. Windows on the façade’s second story are oneover-one, double-hung wood sashes with transoms. The center two fenestration bays have paired
windows, with the outer bays each having one window. Two limestone belt courses stretch
across the width of the façade, forming a shared window sill and lintel for the second-story
windows.
The east (rear) elevation is divided into two halves that correspond to their associated storefronts
(Figure 4). The north half of the elevation has brick cladding on the first story and is sheathed in
aluminum siding on the second. A pedestrian door at ground level is positioned on the southern
edge of the north half. First-story windows for this portion of the building are one-over-one
wood sashes set into arched openings. Second-story windows are one-over-one aluminum
sashes.
The south half of the east elevation includes two entrances accessed by a concrete stoop. Both
are partially glazed pedestrian doors with transoms above, set into arched openings. A large,
arched window opening that has been infilled with wood paneling is located south of the
entrance. Fenestration on the second story of the south half includes a one-over-one sash window
and a small pedestrian door that provides access to a modern wood balcony. The balcony is
supported by two wood posts and has a wood railing encircling the deck.
COUNT OF HISTORIC AND NON-HISTORIC RESOURCES
The proposed State Savings Bank Building Historic District contains one historic building
(contributing) and zero non-historic (non-contributing) resources.
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The proposed State Savings Bank Building Historic District consists of the following legal
parcel:
T3N, R11E, SEC 14 ORIGINAL PLAT N 40 FT OF LOT 6.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The proposed historic district contains the entire 1907 building footprint and its original property
boundaries, which have not changed since its construction.
HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT
The building at 408-410 South Main Street was constructed to house the State Savings Bank of
Rochester. The bank filed articles of incorporation in April 1907, with George M. Flumerfelt as
president and Charles A. Burr as cashier (Larsen 2011:40). Shortly thereafter, the bank
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announced plans to build a new, two-story, brick building (Pontiac Press Gazette 1907). The
building was completed in the summer of 1907, with the bank occupying the 410 address and
Sullivan & Tuttle, a furniture and undertaking business, occupying the 408 address (Larsen
2011:40). When the block first opened, there were two outbuildings behind it. A small, one-story
outbuilding was on the north side of the lot, and a one-and-one-half-story building abutted the
alley (Sanborn Map 1908:3).
The State Savings Bank only survived three years. In August 1910, it was liquidated and merged
with the First National Bank of Rochester (Larsen 2011:41). After the bank moved out the 410
storefront became a restaurant owned by businessman and Avon Township Supervisor Oliver P.
Gibbs (Jackson 1969:110). During the 1910s, a one-story addition was made to the rear of the
408 section of the building. The outbuildings were also remodeled. The smaller one was
removed and two one-story additions were made to the larger outbuilding. One of the additions
functioned as an “ice house,” presumably for the restaurant, and the other addition was a garage
(Sanborn Map 1916:3, 1919:3).
By 1921, Gibbs had moved his restaurant and a shoe store owned by William A. Mow occupied
the space (Remembering Rochester [RR] 2014; Polk 1921:1384). In 1929, Mow sold his business
to R. Clifford Hale. Hale and his wife, Grace, reopened the store under the name Hale’s Shoe
Store. They operated the business for approximately 18 years, selling it to Lavern D. Bravener
around 1947. Bravener kept the Hale business name, and in 1953, sold part of the interest to
Robert Leinenger and continued to work as partners. Mr. Leinenger was formerly a salesman at
the competing shoe store, Zimmerman Shoes, located directly across the street (RR 2014). The
store was subsequently remodeled and on March 13 and 14, 1953, a gala was held to celebrate
the grand re-opening, advertising “Smart Footwear for the Entire Family” (Rochester Clarion
1953). By the end of the decade, Robert Leinenger was the sole proprietor of the business and
changed the name to Leinenger’s Footwear. The store closed in 1963 (RR 2014). The following
year, the space was occupied by Pierson’s Floor Covering, which held its grand opening on April
3 and 4, 1964. The flooring shop was in business until ca. 1971. It was replaced by the Rochester
Eccentric newspaper offices in 1972 (RR 2013).
The first occupants of the 408 South Main storefront were the Sullivan and Tuttle firm,
organized in 1906 by William M. Sullivan and Edward A. Tuttle. In 1907, the store was
described as:
This firm carries a complete line of Furniture of the best makes…
Their line comprises besides furniture, Singer Sewing Machines,
Carpets, Rugs, Baby Buggies, Reed Goods. Pictures and Picture
Framing a Specialty. Repairing furniture and Re-Upholstering.
And the Jenks and Muir Iron Bed, the best bed in the United States
(Barnes 1907).
Sullivan also had a funeral business in Royal Oak. Shortly after forming the partnership, he left
management of the Rochester business in the hands of Tuttle and returned to his home city. In
1910, Tuttle sold his shares of the business to Thomas E. Nichols, who promptly bought out
Sullivan’s interest. Nichol’s business was successful and had moved to a location on Fifth Street
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(University Drive) by 1913 (Larsen 2011:41).
In 1913 Nichols’s former location was occupied by the Boston Store, which sold men’s clothing
(Jackson 1969:110). This business lasted only a short period, and by 1916, the space was a dry
goods business (Sanborn Map 1916:3). The 1929 city directory referred to the business as the F.
J. Tower Grocery Store (Rochester Avon Historical Society [RAHS] 2015a:7). Tower’s grocery
store had moved to another location by 1934, with no business listed at this address (RAHS
2015b:7). The 1939 published maps indicate that the storefront was used as retail space and the
outbuilding on the lot had been removed (Sanborn Map1939:4). Sometime before 1948, the
storefront became the home of Oberg’s Electric Sales and Service, with two residences located
on the second story (RAHS 2015c:29). The storefront eventually became a laundry business and
by the late 1960s, a Baskins Robbins chain ice cream parlor (Jackson 1969:110).
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT
The State Savings Bank Historic District is significant under National Register Criterion A, for
its association with a pattern of historical events, and under Criterion C, for its embodiment of
the distinctive characteristics of a type of architecture. The areas of significance for the district
are architecture and commerce. The district’s period of significance is from 1907, when the
building was constructed, to 1965, since the building has continued its historic function up to
within the last fifty years.
The National Register Criteria
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
Criterion A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
The State Savings Bank building is locally significant to the community of Rochester, Michigan
as a successful commercial center for shoppers in the downtown area. The types of businesses
present from when the building was built in 1907 through its period of significance include: a
bank, restaurant, shoe store, furniture store, dry goods/grocery store, and an electrical services
retailer.
Criterion C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction.
The State Savings Bank Building embodies the distinctive characteristics of an early twentiethcentury commercial block. The modest brick building retains its original, subtle stylistic
elements. These elements are expressed in its symmetry and classical decorative elements. These
include a parapet with modillions, dentils, fluted brackets, and quoins.
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The building has a very high level of integrity, having nearly all of its original materials present
on the street facing façade, thus retaining integrity of design and workmanship as well. The
building clearly conveys its historic associations as an early twentieth-century downtown
commercial block.
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Figure 1. State Savings Bank Building, 408-410 South Main Street, Location
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Figure 2. State Savings Bank Building, 408-410 South Main Street, Local Historic District Boundary
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Figure 3. State Savings Bank Building, Façade, View to the East

Figure 4. State Stavings Bank Building, East Elevation, View to the West

