PRELIMINARY HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT
OLIVER P. GIBBS BLOCK LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
431-433 SOUTH MAIN STREET
ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN
CHARGE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS STUDY COMMITTEE
In April 2012, the Rochester City Council approved the request by the Rochester Historical
Commission to establish a Historic District Study Committee. The Historic Districts Study
Committee was appointed by Rochester City Council on September 24, 2012. On November 10,
2014, the Rochester City Council adopted Rochester Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Historic
Preservation. This ordinance requires that a study committee be appointed prior to the
establishment of a historic district, and shall include a majority of persons who have a clearly
demonstrated interest in, or knowledge of, historic preservation. The study committee is charged
with carrying out an inventory, research, and preparation of a preliminary historic district study
committee report for a proposed historic district following the selection criteria for evaluation
issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National
Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR part 60, and criteria established or approved
by the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office. Study committee members serve three year
terms. A list of current committee members follows.
STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Eric Bothwell, a retired General Motors graphic designer, has a history of community
involvement, including serving on the Greater Rochester Heritage Days Board, the City
Beautiful Commission, the Historical Commission and the Historic District Study Committee.
As a skilled designer and photographer, he has documented historic resources for the Study
Committee Reports and Main Street Makeover.
Gail Bothwell has lived in Rochester since 1944. She has a strong interest in historic preservation
and is an active member of the Rochester Historical Commission and the liaison to the Michigan
Historic Preservation Network. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study
Committee in 2012 and has attended numerous historic related conferences and workshops.
Tricia DeMarco is a recent resident and wants to help contribute to preserving the heritage and
sense of place and community of Rochester. She is a professional planner, engineer, and LEED
accredited certified planner. She has a Master of Urban Design and Planning and a Master of
Civil Engineering. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study Committee in June
2015.
John Dziurman, AIA, NCARB a registered architect with a practice focused on historic
preservation, and meets the qualification for historic architect. He is a member of the Rochester
Historical Commission, liaison to the Planning Commission and chair of the Study Committee.
Previously, he was a member of the Rochester Hills Historic District Commission for 24 years
and it’s Study Committee for 11 years.
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Paul Haig, a jeweler/art dealer is the owner of two historic properties in Rochester, an 1880
residence and an 1898 commercial building in downtown Rochester. Paul is very active in the
community and is a member of the Downtown Development Authority Board and numerous
service organizations. He has been a member and vice-chair of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2013.
Gail Kemler has lived in Rochester since the 1920s and remains active in the community. She
was a member of the Rochester Board of Education, president of the Rochester Avon Historical
Society, a member of the Historical Commission and has been actively involved in creating
historic districts in Rochester since 1977. She has been a member of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2012.
Michael Paradise is a 40 year resident of Rochester, served on three Historic District Study
Committees since 1977 and was a charter member of the Rochester Downtown Development
Authority in 1982. He is dedicated to preserving the historic legacy and charm that originally
drew him to Rochester. Michael is an Artist, Designer, Technology Coordinator & Media Lab
Manager for 20 years at Cranbrook Academy of Art.
Elaine H. Robinson and Scott Slagor, architectural historians with Commonwealth Cultural
Resources Group, Inc., assisted the study committee in its work.
INVENTORY
A photographic inventory of the proposed district was conducted in 2015 as part of the
Rochester Historic Districts Survey. The photographer for the Oliver P. Gibbs Block was Eric
Bothwell, Rochester Historic District Study Committee. Copies of the photographs and resulting
historic district reports are located at the Rochester City Hall, the Rochester Hills Museum, and
the State Historic Preservation Office.
DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT
The Oliver Gibbs building is located on the west side of Main Street, south of the intersection
with West University (Figures 1 and 2).1 The building is abutted by neighboring two-story
commercial buildings on its north and south, with other commercial buildings dating from the
nineteenth century to recent decades lining Main Street. Between the façade and street is a
sidewalk that features street furniture including lighting and trash receptacles. The rear of the
building faces an alley.
The two-story commercial building has a red, brick façade and flat roof (Figure 3). Because two
other buildings are positioned directly adjacent to the building on the north and south, only the
front and rear elevations are visible. The façade’s first-story storefronts include three recessed
entrances surrounded by large, plate glass display windows. The center door positioned at the
center of the façade provides access to the second story of the building and shares a vestibule
1

The map in Figure 2 utilizes City of Rochester GIS mapping for the legal parcels overlaid on an aerial
photograph. The distortion seen is a result of the angle of the aerial photography. In reality, the building at the
footprint is within the defined boundary.
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with a second entry that accesses the south storefront. The sides of the double door vestibule are
positioned perpendicular to the front window on both sides. The doors themselves are fully
glazed with a narrow, single-light transom above each door. The final recessed entrance is
positioned north of the double vestibule with a plate glass display window between the sets of
doors. Like the first two doors, the north door is also fully glazed and topped by a single-light
transom. This door also has a narrow, plate glass window positioned north of the door to increase
the overall size of the vestibule. The south wall of the north vestibule is positioned perpendicular
to the façade, and the north side is set at an angle to provide customers a place to stand while the
door swings open. A narrow, plate glass display window is located north of the north vestibule.
Each of the sections of the display windows are set on bulkhead walls so the glass does not
extend to the sidewalk. A plain, wood sign band with simple molding spans nearly the entire
façade above the storefronts. Modern gooseneck lights are located above the sign band.
A stone belt course, located several feet above the signboard, spans the width of the façade and
divides the first story from the second. Directly above the belt course are three fenestration bays
on the second story. These include two canted-bay oriel windows on the outer bays. The center
window of each oriel is glazed with eight-over-one windows; the windows on the flanking bays
are six-over-one. A single opening with a six-over-one window pierces the center fenestration
bay. Directly above these three windows are three panels of ornamental brickwork. The panels,
flush with the façade, feature vertical bricks interspersed with bricks oriented diagonally, which
form a diamond-like pattern. A second stone belt course is positioned above the decorative brick
bands, although it is more substantial than the band separating the first story from the second.
Above this belt course, the wall continues in a stepped parapet with an ornate stone cap which
emphasizes the slightly raised center and north and south ends.
The rear of the building has been painted an off-white color (Figure 4). There are three doors in
the first floor, with the center door placed in the center of the elevation and the two other doors
placed symmetrically around it. To the north of the northern door is a small, plate glass window.
To the south of the southern door is a large, plate glass window, and further to the south is a
small, glass block window. Three fabric awnings are located on the rear elevation: one above the
northern door and window; one above the center door; and one above the southern door,
window, and glass block window. Five one-over-one windows form the fenestration in the
second story: one window in the center and two windows to either side. Each window has a
simple stone lintel, but are otherwise unornamented.
COUNT OF HISTORIC AND NON-HISTORIC RESOURCES
The proposed Gibbs Block historic district contains one historic (contributing) and zero
non-historic (non-contributing) resources.
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The historic district consists of the building and its associated lot legally described as:
T3N, R11E, SEC 15 ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 52, EXC N 10 FT, ALSO EXC S 10 FT
THEREOF 9-14-92 CORR.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The proposed historic district contains the Oliver P. Gibbs Block and its historical property
boundary.
HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT
Ground was broken for the business block at 431-433 S. Main in September 1919, and was
opened to the first tenants in early 1920 (Larsen 2011:49). The owner of the block, Oliver P.
Gibbs, was a prominent Rochester citizen, known for his business and political endeavors.
Gibbs was born in Indiana on July 9, 1873. At 37, he married Cora D. Glaspie in Covington
Kentucky. Cora was a native of Oxford, Michigan, and was likely the connection that ultimately
brought the pair to Oakland County (Oakland Regional Historic Sites n.d.). The pair moved to
Rochester soon after marriage and from ca. 1910 until 1921, Gibbs owned a restaurant in the
State Savings Bank Building at 410 South Main Street (Jackson 1969:110; Remembering
Rochester 2014).
After completing construction of the commercial block and closing his restaurant, Gibbs began
his political career. Gibbs served two terms as chairman of the Oakland County Board of
Supervisors, but he is better known for his 25-year tenure as Supervisor of Avon Township, from
1927 to 1952 (Larsen 2011:49). Under the years of Gibbs’ leadership, the township underwent
incredible growth and development, initiating the first planning endeavors and leading to what
would ultimately become the city of Rochester Hills (Larsen 2011:49). Many of these endeavors
occurred during the post-war years. In 1944, near the close of World War II, the village of
Rochester and Avon Township formed the Post War Planning Committee, of which Oliver Gibbs
was a part. The committee set forth to address key issues such as employment opportunities for
returning veterans, consolidation of rural school districts, zoning ordinances, management of
growth, modernizing the business district, and transportation planning (Larsen 2008:57). The
first of these endeavors was the establishment of zoning ordinances in the village and township
in December 1947.
Cora Gibbs died in April 1944, Oliver lived on until December 1955 (Oakland Regional Historic
Sites n.d.).
The storefront at 431 S. Main was first occupied by Mac’s Furnishings, a menswear store owned
by Roy McCornac (Larsen 2011:49; Jackson 1969:118). In 1927, the Consumers’ Power
Company, of Pontiac, leased 431 S. Main Street as a location for their office and sales room
where they carried a “complete line of everything in gas appliances.” (Rochester Clarion
1927:1). The office and store supported the company’s activity installing gas mains and
providing natural gas service to area residents, and provided a convenient location for customers
to pay their bills (Larsen 2011:40-50). Consumers Power retained their location in the Gibbs
Block for almost 50 years, closing in late 1972.
The storefront at 433 S. Main was initially occupied by Cole Brothers Sugar Bowl, an ice cream
and confectionery shop that held its grand opening on April 16, 1921 (Larsen 2011:49). The
Rochester Era described the restaurant as “elegant,” and having an all-white interior with booths
lining both walls (Rochester Era [RE] 1921:8). The store advertised that it had “de lux [sic]
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equipment of the Conner Co.,” and that they carried ice cream, confectioneries, and cigars (RE
1921:8). With the Idle Hour theatre located immediately to the north, the ice cream parlor must
have fared well.
The Sugar Bowl lasted nearly a decade, until it was replaced by A. F. Zimmerman’s shoe store in
1930. Zimmerman owned the store with his son, Earl. Prior to moving into the Gibbs Block, the
pair had a store at 405 Main Street (Exchange Club 1925:33; Larsen 2011:50). The Zimmerman
duo started a 62-year legacy of shoe stores in the Gibbs Block. The Zimmermans stayed in
business until 1957, when they were replaced by a bootery owned by Jack Burr (Larsen
2014:13). Initially, Burr partnered with the Zimmermans, with the business name “Zimmerman’s
B. Z. Bootery,” but eventually the name was changed to “Burr’s B-Z Bootery.” During the grand
opening in May 1957, the bootery advertised carrying a “complete selection of Arch Preservers,
Naturalizers, Buster Brown and Enna Jetticks Shoes” (Larsen 2014:12). Burr’s Bootery
remained in the space until 1992 (Larsen 2014:13). In recent years, both storefronts of the Gibbs
Block have housed a variety of retail establishments.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT
The Oliver P. Gibbs Block Historic District is significant under National Register Criterion A,
for its association with a pattern of historical events, and under Criterion C, for its embodiment
of the distinctive characteristics of a type of architecture. The areas of significance are
architecture and commerce. The district’s period of significance is from 1920, when the building
was constructed, to 1965, as the building has continued its historic function within the last fifty
years.
The National Register Criteria
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
Criterion A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
The Oliver P. Gibbs Block is locally significant to the community of Rochester, Michigan. The
building was constructed in 1920 by local leader and businessman, Oliver P. Gibbs, who
supervised Avon Township during some of its most transformative years. Over the course of its
period of significance, the block has been home to several businesses, some of which were longterm tenants. The tenants include Consumers Energy (1927-1972), Zimmermans’ shoe store
(1930-1957), and Burr’s B-Z Bootery (1957-1992).
Criterion C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction.
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The Oliver P. Gibbs Block is a good, local example of an early twentieth-century, brick
commercial block. The building has subtle decorative details that add character to the otherwise
modest building. These include a tall parapet with limestone cap, shallow cornice, and decorative
brickwork across the second story.
The building retains a very high level of integrity, conveying location, setting, design, materials,
and workmanship. The building has its original decorative elements, original oriel bays and
window sashes on the second story, and historic storefronts that feature large display windows
and recessed entrances. The building clearly conveys its historic associations with the twentiethcentury commercial developments of downtown Rochester.
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Figure 3. Oliver P. Gibbs Block, Façade, View to the West

Figure 4. Oliver P. Gibbs Block, West Elevation, View to the EastNortheast

