PRELIMINARY HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT
DR. LEWIS WARD CURTIS/FEED AND SEED BUILDING
LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
307 SOUTH MAIN STREET
ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN
CHARGE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS STUDY COMMITTEE
In April 2012, the Rochester City Council approved the request by the Rochester Historical
Commission to establish a Historic District Study Committee. The Historic Districts Study
Committee was appointed by Rochester City Council on September 24, 2012. On November 10,
2014, the Rochester City Council adopted Rochester Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Historic
Preservation. This ordinance requires that a study committee be appointed prior to the
establishment of a historic district, and shall include a majority of persons who have a clearly
demonstrated interest in, or knowledge of, historic preservation. The study committee is charged
with carrying out an inventory, research, and preparation of a preliminary historic district study
committee report for a proposed historic district following the selection criteria for evaluation
issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National
Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR part 60, and criteria established or approved
by the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office. Study committee members serve three year
terms. A list of current committee members follows.
STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Eric Bothwell, a retired General Motors graphic designer, has a history of community
involvement, including serving on the Greater Rochester Heritage Days Board, the City
Beautiful Commission, the Historical Commission and the Historic District Study Committee.
As a skilled designer and photographer, he has documented historic resources for the Study
Committee Reports and Main Street Makeover.
Gail Bothwell has lived in Rochester since 1944. She has a strong interest in historic preservation
and is an active member of the Rochester Historical Commission and the liaison to the Michigan
Historic Preservation Network. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study
Committee in 2012 and has attended numerous historic related conferences and workshops.
Tricia DeMarco is a recent resident and wants to help contribute to preserving the heritage and
sense of place and community of Rochester. She is a professional planner, engineer, and LEED
accredited certified planner. She has a Master of Urban Design and Planning and a Master of
Civil Engineering. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study Committee in June
2015.
John Dziurman, AIA, NCARB a registered architect with a practice focused on historic
preservation, and meets the qualification for historic architect. He is a member of the Rochester
Historical Commission, liaison to the Planning Commission and chair of the Study Committee.
Previously, he was a member of the Rochester Hills Historic District Commission for 24 years
and it’s Study Committee for 11 years.
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Paul Haig, a jeweler/art dealer is the owner of two historic properties in Rochester, an 1880
residence and an 1898 commercial building in downtown Rochester. Paul is very active in the
community and is a member of the Downtown Development Authority Board and numerous
service organizations. He has been a member and vice-chair of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2013.
Gail Kemler has lived in Rochester since the 1920s and remains active in the community. She
was a member of the Rochester Board of Education, president of the Rochester Avon Historical
Society, a member of the Historical Commission and has been actively involved in creating
historic districts in Rochester since 1977. She has been a member of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2012.
Michael Paradise is a 40 year resident of Rochester, served on three Historic District Study
Committees since 1977 and was a charter member of the Rochester Downtown Development
Authority in 1982. He is dedicated to preserving the historic legacy and charm that originally
drew him to Rochester. Michael is an Artist, Designer, Technology Coordinator & Media Lab
Manager for 20 years at Cranbrook Academy of Art.
Elaine H. Robinson and Scott Slagor, architectural historians with Commonwealth Cultural
Resources Group, Inc., assisted the study committee in its work.
INVENTORY
A photographic inventory of the proposed district was conducted in 2015 as part of the
Rochester Historic Districts Survey. The photographer for the Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and
Seed Building was Eric Bothwell, Rochester Historic District Study Committee. Copies of the
photographs and resulting historic district reports are located at the Rochester City Hall, the
Rochester Hills Museum, and the State Historic Preservation Office.
DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT
The Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building is located in the downtown commercial core
of Rochester, Michigan (Figures 1 and 2)1. The two-story building is positioned in the center of a
row of commercial buildings on the west side of South Main Street. Both sides of South Main
Street are lined with one- and two-story commercial buildings, dating from the late nineteenth
century to recent decades. Between the building and the street is a concrete sidewalk and street
furniture including waste containers, plantings, and a bench.
The two-story brick building has a rectilinear footprint and flat roof with a shallow parapet. A
simple, restored, boxed cornice stretches across the façade parapet and includes small brackets
(Figure 3). Unlike most of the building, the first-story storefront has wood panels with wood
framing forming the bulkhead wall below the display windows, the sign boards, and infilling the
1

The map in Figure 2 utilizes City of Rochester GIS mapping for the legal parcels overlaid on an aerial
photograph. The distortion seen is a result of the angle of the aerial photography. In reality, the building at the
footprint is within the defined boundary.
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area over the pair of doors set in the recessed area on the north side of the elevation. The firststory fenestration consists of a pair of large display windows at the front of the building, with a
third window placed at an angle to create the recessed area, where two wood panel and glazed
doors are placed side by side. Second-story fenestration includes three individual double-hung
windows, each with a transom window. The windows rest upon a stone belt course and are
topped by concrete lintels set flush with the surrounding masonry.
The west elevation of the building faces the parking lot and alley (Figure 4). Clapboard siding
with decorative wood trim sheaths a ca. 1939, one-story, concrete block addition. The siding has
an elongated slope on its south side, giving the illusion of an exterior stairway. Recessed into the
footprint of the addition is an additional entry into the building.
COUNT OF HISTORIC AND NON-HISTORIC RESOURCES
The proposed Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building Historic District contains one historic
(contributing) and zero non-historic (non-contributing) resources.
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The proposed Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building Historic District consists of the
following parcels:
T3N, R11E, SEC 15 ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 41 EXC N 37 FT.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The proposed historic district contains the 1907 Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building and
its original property parcel.
HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT
This building was constructed by Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis in 1907 (Remembering Rochester [RR]
2009). Dr. Curtis had been practicing dentistry in Rochester since 1902, and had saved enough to
erect a building for his office. When the building opened, his offices were on the second floor
and retail space was on the first floor (RR 2009). Dr. Curtis practiced dentistry in the community
until 1929 (Rochester Clarion: 1976:5).
After Dr. Curtis retired, his office continued to be leased by dentists. By 1934, D. M. Hinckley,
DDS held his practice in the building (Rochester Avon Historical Society [RAHS] 2015a:6). By
1948, the space was held by the Edward T. Dillon Dental Office (RAHS 2015b:32). Although
Dr. Curtis was retired, he retained ownership of the building until 1960, when he sold to the
long-time first-floor tenant, Al Michalka (RR 2009).
Several different businesses have occupied the first-floor retail space. When the building first
opened in 1907, the ground floor housed a glass company (RAHS 1980:23). By 1908, this space
was a tailor shop (Sanborn Map 1908:2). During part of the 1910s, the space was vacant and
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eventually became an auto dealership, which added large double doors to the rear of the building
(Sanborn Map 1916:2, 1919:2; RAHS 1980:23). These doors are not extant today. From 1923
until 1927, the first floor was the A&P grocery store (RR 2009). After the A&P moved out,
Alvah N. Dean opened a feed store business, which lasted for over fifty years. Al Michalka was
manager of the store when it opened, and he added a line of pet supplies to the business (RR
2009). By 1933, Mr. Dean’s business was failing under the pressure of the Great Depression.
That summer, Al Michalka bought out the business and was very confident he could make the
feed store work under his ownership and management. In 1935, an advertisement for the shop
read “we’ll be here when your kids grow up,” which was true for many Rochester youth, as the
Feed and Seed store remained open until 1982 (RR 2009).
Few alterations have occurred to the building’s exterior. During the 1930s, a one-story concrete
block addition had been put on the rear or the building (Sanborn Map 1939:4). This addition
remains today. In 1985, the firm of John Dziurman Architects Ltd. received the Outstanding
Achievement Award for Building Design and Construction from the Engineering Society of
Detroit for the restoration of the front façade and renovation of the building (John Dziurman
personal communication 2015).
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT
The Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building Historic District is significant under
National Register Criterion A, for its association with a pattern of historical events under
commerce. The district’s period of significance is from 1907, when the building was constructed,
to 1965, as the building was still serving its commercial function within the last fifty years.
The National Register Criteria
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
Criterion A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
The Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed building is locally significant to the commercial
development of Rochester, Michigan. The building is a good example of a modest, early
twentieth-century commercial building with retail space on the first floor and offices on the
second. The building has remained commercial its entire history, with a particularly long tenant,
the Feed and Seed store on the first floor. The Feed and Seed was open in Rochester from 1927
to 1982, and was under the same management for almost 50 years. The local business was a
fixture in downtown for decades.
The building has retained a high level of integrity, with its original brick façade and wood
paneled and glazed storefront. The cornice is restored; a photo from the 1960s reveals that the
cornice was missing at that time, but discoloration on the brick shows that there was clearly one
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originally (RR 2009). The second-story replacement windows minimally detract from the overall
character of the building, as do the replacement materials on the west elevation.
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Figure 1. Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building, 307 South Main Street, Location
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Figure 2. Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building, 307 South Main Street, Local Historic District Boundary
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Figure 3. Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building, Façade, View to
the West

Figure 4. Dr. Lewis Ward Curtis/Feed and Seed Building, West Elevation,
View to the East-Southeast

