Summer 2017

Mayor Cathy Daldin
cdaldin@rochestermi.org

Mayor Pro Tem Kim Russell
krussell@rochestermi.org

Greater Rochester Heritage Days
Council Member Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Jeffrey T. Cuthbertson
jcuthbertson@rochestermi.org

May 20: 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
May 21: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Rochester Municipal Park
The 40th annual Greater Rochester Heritage Days is a two-day
festival celebrating Rochester’s rich history, featuring events and
activities for people of all ages! Some of the events include an arts
and craft show and sale, a beard and mustache contest, as well as the
Rochester Lions Car Shows, live music, Civil War reenactments, and
the return of Floatable Boatables. Admission is free, but donations
are encouraged to support this event now and in the future!
Greater Rochester Heritage Days is a collaborative effort of community groups including the
Rochester Historical Commission, Rochester/Avon Historical Society, Rochester Fire Department,
Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve, Rochester Lions Club, Oakland Twp Historical Society and
Rochester Community House. For additional information, please visit dinosaurhill.org, or call
(248) 881-6547.

Council Member Ben Giovanelli
bgiovan@rochestermi.org

Rochester Bicentennial Homecoming
August 12
Noon - 10:00 pm
Rochester Municipal Park

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Please join us in celebrating our home’s 200th birthday at the Rochester
Homecoming Celebration!
Rochester Municipal Park will transform into a walk down Rochester’s
memory lane in a celebration of history and fond memories of the
place we are proud to call home. The festivities will include fireworks,
entertainment, kids activities, pioneer playground, mobile farm, and more!

Council Member Rob Ray
rray@rochestermi.org

Before the homecoming event begins, the City will hold an unveiling and
dedication ceremony for the Bicentennial Monument at 10:00 am. We
encourage our community to come out and honor Rochester’s history.
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Downtown Rochester
Event Calendar
Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday: May - October
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
E. Third & Water
Greater Rochester
Heritage Days
May 20: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
May 21: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Rochester Municipal Park
Music in the Park
June 15, 22, 29
July 6, 13, 20, 27
7:30 – 9:00 pm
Rochester Municipal Park
Sidewalk Sales
July 13-15
Thurs & Fri: 10:00 am – 9:00 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Bicentennial Barn Dance
June 23
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Rochester Hills Museum
At Van Hoosen Farms
Rochester Explorers’ Club
July 13 - August 5
Downtown Rochester
Movies in the Moonlight
July 15, 22, 29 & August 5
Pre-show at 8:30 pm
Movie begins at dusk.
E. Third & Water
Farm to Table Dinner
July 23
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Walnut Boulevard
Princess & Pirate Ball
July 30
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Royal Park Hotel
Downtown Rochester
Homecoming
August 12
Noon - 10:00 pm
Rochester Municipal Park
Rockin’ Rods ‘N Rochester
August 13
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Walnut Boulevard

Explorers Club
July 13 - August 5
Join the adventure this summer with the Rochester
Explorers Club! Kids of all ages are invited to get
outdoors and explore everything that Rochester
has to offer. Participants recieve an official
Adventure Guide, with over 30 activities to choose
from. Complete each activity and bring proof to
the sponsoring Explorer Station to receive a special
activity badge, unique to that activity. Explorers will have
from July 13 – August 5 to complete their activities. For
more information, call (248) 656-0060 or visit DowntownRochesterMI.com.

Movies in the
Moonlight

2017 Schedule

July 15, 22, 29 & August 5

July 15: Secret Life of Pets (PG)

Movies in the Moonlight is our free
July 22: Star Wars: Rogue One (PG-13)
outdoor film “festival” in downtown
July 29: Hidden Figures (PG)
Rochester. Movies in the Moonlight is
August 5: Sing (PG)
located in the parking lot at the corner
of E. Third & Water, one block east of
Main. Featured movies begin at dusk (approximately 9:15 pm) and pre-shows start
at 8:30 pm. Admission is free, so arrive early for the best seating. Movies in the
Moonlight is BYOC (Bring Your Own Chairs)! Popcorn, candy, hot dogs, and soft
drinks will be available for purchase. You are welcome to bring your own goodies,
too (no alcohol or glass containers allowed.) Movies rated as PG-13 are edited
versions whenever possible, however parental guidance is still requested. For
more information, call (248) 656-0060 or visit DowntownRochesterMI.com.

Princess & Pirate Ball
July 30
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Royal Park Hotel
Kids - dress up
in your favorite
pirate or princess
costume and get
ready for adventure!
Enjoy great food,
dancing, crafts,
a silent auction,
and more. This
event is fun for the
entire family! All proceeds benefit
the Big, Bright Light Show. Tickets
are $30 for adults, $10 for children
ages 5-12, and free for children
under the age of 5. For more
information, call (248) 656-0060 or
visit DowntownRochesterMI.com.

Farm to
Table
Dinner
Sunday, July 23
5:00-8:00pm
Downtown Rochester’s Farm to Table
Dinner is a one-of-a-kind, al fresco
dining experience celebrating the farmfresh flavors of summer. The event will
take place on Walnut Boulevard from
5:00 to 8:00 pm. Tickets are $100
per person and include a large, threecourse dinner, prepared by Executive
Chef Chris Johnson of The Meeting
House, wine, beer, and entertainment.
For
tickets,
menu
information,
and more information, please visit
DowntownRochesterMI.com or call
(248) 656-0060.
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DIAL-A-DUMP
Remodeling your home? The Department of Public Works can help
with the residential Dial-A-Dump Program. For a $50 charge, the
Rochester DPW will park a 3-yard dump truck at your residence
between 2:30 pm and 3:00 pm. You can fill up the bed of the truck,
and the truck will be picked up following business day by 8:00 am
by our staff! Dial-A-Dump is intended for household waste only, and
excludes hazardous materials, landscaping materials, and overweight
construction materials. For more information and specification on
restrictions, please call the City at (248) 651-9061.

Rochester Police Vacation
Safety Check Program

Do I Need a Building
Permit for That?

Vacation planning does not end when you have mapped out
your travel and picked out your hotel. It is important to have a
plan to ensure your home’s safety when you are gone. To avoid
the telltale signs you are not home, follow these tips:

To ensure the health, safety, and welfare of
our residents and businesses, the City requires
permits for certain construction. Some
common projects that require permits are:

1) Put a hold on your mail and newspapers.
2) Ask a neighbor to mow the lawn while you’re gone (you can
offer to return the favor when you get
back).
3) Use automatic timing lights and a
radio in different rooms to create the
appearance of movement.
4) Call your Rochester Police
Department for a Vacation Safety
Check at (248) 651-9621. Please give
them at least three days notice.

• All swimming pools, hot tubs and spas that
are capable of holding 24” of water or more
• Replacement of driveway approaches
• All electrical work
• Furnace replacement
• Water heater replacement
All of these items require permits regardless
if the homeowner or a contractor is doing the
work. Failure to receive proper permitting
from the City can result in penalties such as
fines and proper permitting costs.
For additional information, please visit
www.rochestermi.org/buildingpermits.

Weekend and Holiday Construction
If you are planning on making home improvements, please remember that if you are doing any Saturday construction
that requires a permit (which includes, deck building or repair, re-roofing, major tree trimming, tree removal using power
saws, building an addition, installing a swimming pool, constructing a fence and concrete work), you will need to contact
the Building Department in advance and request a special permit for Saturday work, which generally will approve work
from 9am to 5pm on Saturday only. Construction work of this type is not allowed on Sundays or holidays. Landscaping
work does not require a special Saturday permit. If you have hired a contractor to do work on your property, contractors
are responsible for calling the Building Department at (248) 651-9061 to request a special Saturday permit.

Thank you for Sharing your Thoughts!
Thank you to everyone who took the time to participate in the City’s 2017 Citizen Survey! With nearly 1,200 responses,
this survey was able to collect a wide range of opinions for every corner of our community.
The majority of surveyed topics received positive ratings. Some areas were truly outstanding though; with 93% or
more respondents rating the City “excellent” or “good” in 13 different categories. Of the 33 categories that were
directly comparable to the City’s 2009 survey, 19 sections received the same or higher percentage of “excellent” or
“good” responses in 2017.
Every single section saw more than 50% of respondents report that section as “excellent” or “good”, and eight out of
ten respondents rated the overall direction of the City as “excellent” or “good”.
To view the complete results of the 2017 citizen survey, please visit www.rochestermi.org/survey.
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2017-2018 Budget Adopted
On May 8th, the City Council adopted the balanced Fiscal Year Ending (FYE) 2018 Budget.
The FYE 2018 Budget used the “results budgeting” methodology that combines traditional
program budgeting and line-item control with a management by objectives system. Coupled
with a Five-Year Financial Plan, this approach provides the City with a management system that
goes beyond traditional budgeting to become a directional mechanism for accomplishment of
results desired by the City Council and the community.
The City Council shows true leadership with investment in community assets (water, sewer,
and roads), along with fiscal discipline, and commitment to core government services. This
provides a solid base for the City as it continues to be the top choice for residents and
businesses. Credit for the positive direction of the City ultimately goes to the City Council for its policy direction, and
with feedback from the 2017 Resident Survey, the new Rochester Works app (powered by SeeClickFix), and other
software improvements, the City Council continues to plan for both the short-term and long-term.
The primary goal of the budget document is to present the City of Rochester’s financial plan for the coming fiscal
year in a format that is comprehensive and easy to understand. Residents are encouraged to visit the City website,
www.rochestermi.org/budget, to review this year’s budget.

Preventative Maintenance for our Water System
Everybody knows that hydrants are essential to provide water for fire protection, but they also serve a critical role
in ensuring customers receive reliable, quality water service at their home or business. Hydrants are necessary to
improve water quality by removing mineral and sediment deposits that accumulate in the pipes over time.
The process is known as hydrant flushing, and it is an essential maintenance procedure all water providers must
perform periodically to ensure the delivery of water that meets state and federal drinking water standards. As part
of the Asset Management Plan for the City Drinking Water System, the DPW will be reinstating the annual water main
and fire hydrant preventative maintenance program in the Fall of 2017.
During flushing activities, hydrants are opened for a limited period at strategic points of the system, moving water
through the pipes at a high speed to discharge the minerals and sediments that settle in the pipes over time. Flushing
also helps to maintain flow and pressure in the water system.
Customers may experience fluctuations in water pressure or the temporary presence of sediment in their water during
flushing periods, but the condition is temporary and poses no health hazard. The water may also be cloudy or appear
white due to air entrapped in the water. All water system users are cautioned to check the water before use for clarity.
If the water appears cloudy or discolored, residents should run cold water in a utility sink of tub until it runs clear again.
Water service should not be interrupted by flushing activities.
As the fall approaches, more information will be available on the City’s webiste regarding the times and locations where
hydrant flushing will occur. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Public Works at (248) 651-5165.

Infrastructure, Infrastructure, Infrastructure
The City will continue to focus on infrastructure as City Council pro-actively plans for the future. Our infrastructure
includes roads, sanitary sewer pipes, the pipes that provide our drinking water, street lights, sidewalks, bridges, etc.
These pieces of infrastructure are funded by different sources, degrade on different schedules, and some are in more
need of attention than others. The Department of Public Works and our engineers have been diligently evaluating
our roads, pipes, and other infrastructure. Soon our electronic maps will be combined and the City’s Infrastructure
Committee is reviewing and making recommendations to the City Council. For more information, please visit www.
rochestermi.org/infra.
The City has also recently launched an online and mobile application that will allow residents to
share infrastructure and non-emergency concerns. The place-based reporting platform allows
residents to document neighborhood concerns and improvements alike, ranging from litter to
damaged sidewalks. See a pothole in the road – report it immediately and track the response.
Responses will be evaluated and prioritizing for correction. The Rochester Works mobile app is
available for download on Android and Iphone. In addition to the mobile app, residents can send
reports through the City’s website via www.rochestermi.org/report.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 651-4470

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director/Treasurer:

Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

DPW & Parks Director:
Shannon Filarecki
sfilarecki@rochestermi.org

FOG Prevention

Think Trees!

Fat, oil, and grease (FOG) are by-products
of cooking found in food scraps, meat
fats, lard, cooking oil, butter, margarine
and shortening. FOG can create severe
pollution problems in our City, as grease
poured down a drain will eventually cool,
harden, and form a blockage in the pipe.

The City of Rochester values the
beautiful urban canopy in our
community. With that in mind, Before
any tree with a diameter of seven
(7”) inches or greater is removed
from public or private property, the
City must be notified and consulted
in order to avoid being penalized.

When sewer pipes on private property back
up, the homeowner is responsible for the
cleanup. Preventing sewer backups from
FOG blockages saves residents money and
protects the environment.

Permits for tree removal are
free, and by contacting the City
first, you prevent yourself from
garnering a heavy fine. For more
information, contact the City’s
Deputy City Manager & Professional
Forester, Nik Banda, to discuss
the removal of any trees at (248)
651-9061, or email him directly at
nbanda@rochestermi.org.

Follow These Tips: Pour or scrape greasy
or oily food waste into a container or
jar. Allow grease to cool or freeze in the
container before throwing it in the trash.
Mix liquid vegetable oil with an absorbent
material such as cat litter or coffee grounds
in a seal-able container before throwing it in
the trash. Keep drains clean by pouring 1/2
cup baking soda down the drain followed
by ½ cup vinegar. Wait 10 to 15 minutes and
then rinse with hot water.
Do Not: Pour fat, oil, or grease down drains
or garbage disposals. Use hot water to
rinse grease off cookware, utensils, dishes
or surfaces.
For additional information, please head
over to www.rochestermi.org/fog.

Pet Waste & Clean Water
Pet Waste and Clean Water Animal waste contains harmful bacteria, and when left
on the ground, can be carried to our waterways when it rains. Follow these simple
steps to protect our lakes, rivers, and beaches:
Dispose of it promptly and properly – Whether in your yard or on a walk, promptly
dispose of your pet’s waste in the trash.
Pick up before lawn watering – Pick up after your pets before watering your yard or
cleaning patios or driveways. Don’t use a hose to clean pet waste off driveways or
sidewalks.
Share the message – When at a dog park, community
meeting, or talking with friends, spread the word about the
positive impact picking up after your pet can have on water
quality.
Don’t treat ducks or geese as pets – Feeding ducks and
geese may seem harmless, but, in fact, can be a nuisance to
people and harmful to our water. This can create unnaturally
high populations and problems in parks and lakes. Waterfowl
waste can pollute our water with harmful bacteria.
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City Fireworks Ordinance

SUMMER TAXES

City ordinance only allows for the use of fireworks
from 8:00 am to midnight on permitted days.
According to state law, fireworks are only
permitted to be used the day before, the day of, or
day after national holidays. Any person violating
the provisions of this law shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by up to 90 days in jail
and/or a fine up to $500.

Summer 2017 taxes will be mailed on July 1, 2017 and are
payable July 1, 2017 through August 31, 2017 without penalty.
You may access your assessing and tax information 24/7 at
accessmygov.com. If you have any questions, please call the
Treasurer’s Office at (248) 651-9061.
All P.R.E. exemptions (Homestead) must be filed at the City
office on or before June 1, 2017 to receive the exemption on
your property for 2017. Contact the Treasurer’s Office with
questions at (248) 651-9061.

2017 General Election
NOVEMBER 7, 2017
Be sure you’re ready to vote in
2017!
First, are you REGISTERED? Check
that you are registered at your
current address at mi.gov/vote.
If you are not, and need to make
a change, contact the City Clerk’s
office for assistance. Persons must
be registered to vote 30 days
prior to an election. The deadline
to be registered for the November
7, 2017 election is Tuesday, October 10, 2017. Persons can register
to vote at any Secretary of State’s office, the local Clerk’s office
or by mail with restrictions.

New Water Rate
Structure to Take Effect
on July 1, 2017
Did you know that 38% of our water and sewer
pipes were laid in the 1960’s or earlier?
In an effort to address the long-term
infrastructural health of our community,
Council passed an ordinance on January 9,
2017 that adjusted the Water and Sewer rate
schedule for the City.
The new rates include both flat and variable
charges for water and sewer. There are four
components of the new water and sewer rate
schedules. They include usage, ready to serve
fixed charge, infrastructure fixed charge, and
a variable infrastructure rate based on usage.

Second, ABSENTEE BALLOTS: Absentee ballots are available as
early as 45 days before an election, so don’t wait! Call the City
Clerk’s office for an application as soon as you know you’ll need
an absentee ballot.

These charges are a part of the City’s efforts
to tackle the approximately $40 million dollars
worth of water and sewer projects that are
forecasted within the next 20 years.

Last, POLLS WILL BE OPEN from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm on every
election day.

For details of the new rate structure, as
well as a more comprehensive look into the
City’s Water and Sewer system, please visit
www.rochestermi.org/water.

If you have any questions regarding elections, please call the City
Clerk’s office at (248) 651-9061.

