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Art & Apples Festival

Rochester Posed

Recognized as one of the largest juried fine art fairs;
the Art & Apples Festival will feature nearly 300 artists
from across the nation on September 8-10 in Rochester
Municipal Park. In addition, there will be spectacular art,
live entertainment, children’s activities, food vendors,
interactive exhibits and an abundance of fresh apple
treats await festival goers and art enthusiasts. This year’s
festival features an exciting variety of new and returning
artists specializing in ceramics, textiles, leather, painting,
photography, sculpture, wood, digital art, drawing, mixed
media, printmaking, metal, jewelry, and glass artwork.

Join us in downtown Rochester
for an evening of shopping,
dining and live mannequins! Live
mannequins will be “posed” in
storefronts from 7:00pm – 9:00
pm. This year’s theme is Science
Fiction. For more information,
call (248) 656-0060 or visit
DowntownRochesterMI.com.

September 8-10
Rochester Municipal Park

October 5
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

For more information or if you would like to volunteer,
visit www.pccart.org or call Paint Creek Center for the
Arts at (248) 651-4110.

2017 General Election
NOVEMBER 7, 2017

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

First, are you REGISTERED? Check that you are registered at your current address at
www.mi.gov/vote. If you are not, or need to make a change, contact the City Clerk’s office for
assistance. Persons must be registered to vote 30 days prior to an election. The deadline to be
registered for the November 7, 2017 election is Tuesday, October 10, 2017. Persons can register
to vote at any Secretary of State’s office, the local Clerk’s office or by mail with restrictions.
Second, ABSENTEE BALLOTS: Absentee ballots are available as early as 45 days before an
election, so don’t wait! Call the City Clerk’s office for an application as soon as you know you’ll
need an absentee ballot.
Last, POLLS WILL BE OPEN from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm on every election day.

Council Member Rob Ray
rray@rochestermi.org

If you have any questions regarding elections, please call the City Clerk’s office at (248) 651-9061.
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Downtown Rochester
Event Calendar
Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday: May - October
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
E. Third & Water
Art & Apples Festival
September 8-10
Rochester Municipal Park
Fall Farm to Table Dinner
September 24
5:00 – 8:00 pm
Walnut Blvd
Rochester Mills Oktoberfest
September 21-23
Rochester Mills Beer Co.
Rochester Posed
October 5
7:00 – 9:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Trick or Treat Downtown
October 21
3:30 – 5:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Holiday Expo
November 13
5:00 – 9:00 pm
Royal Park Hotel
Festival of Trees
November 17-19
Friday, 7:00 – 10:00 pm
(Cocktail Preview)
Saturday, 10:00 am - 9:00 pm
Sunday, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Lagniappe
November 20
6:00 – 9:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
The Big, Bright Light Show
November 20 – January 7
Nightly, 5:00 – Midnight
Downtown Rochester
Small Business Saturday
November 25
Downtown Rochester

Holiday Expo
Royal Park Hotel
November 13
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
You are invited to begin the holidays at the Downtown Rochester Holiday Expo on
Monday, November 14, from 5 - 7 pm at the Royal Park Hotel. Over 50 downtown
businesses along with Rochester Chamber businesses will be showcasing their
products and services for the holidays. Attendees are encouraged to shop, discover
holiday ideas and inspirations, and explore all that our businesses have to offer.
For more information, call (248) 656-0060 or go online and visit
DowntownRochesterMI.com.

Downtown Trick-orTreat & Costume Parade

Small Business
Saturday

October 21
3:30 pm – 5:00 pm

November 25
10:00 am - 9:00 pm

Watch the streets of Rochester
come to life with ghosts, ghouls,
superheroes and more as children
trick-or-treat with the downtown
merchants. Children can then meet
at the corner of East Street and E.
University for a costume parade at
5:15pm. After the costume parade,
there will be a Halloween edition
of Movies in the Moonlight in the
Farmers’ Market lot on the corner
of E. Third and Water. For more
information, call (248) 656-0060 or
visit DowntownRochesterMI.com.

Small Business Saturday is a day
dedicated to supporting small
businesses across the country. This
day is celebrated every year on
the Saturday after Thanksgiving.
Everyone is encouraged to shop
small in Downtown Rochester
For more information, call (248)
656-0060 or go online and visit
DowntownRochesterMI.com.

Farm to
Table
Dinner
Sunday,
September 24
5:00-8:00pm
Enjoy a one-of-a-kind, al fresco dining
experience celebrating the farm-fresh
flavors of the fall harvest. The event will
take place on Sunday, September 24,
5-8 pm on Walnut Boulevard between
Second and Third. Tickets are $100
per person and include a three-course
dinner, wine, beer and entertainment.
All event proceeds benefit Downtown
Rochester events and programs. For
tickets, menu information, and more,
visit DowntownRochesterMI.com or call
(248) 656-0060.
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Crittenton Becomes Ascension Crittenton Hospital
On August 1, nearing its 50th anniversary of serving our community,
Crittenton Hospital Medical Center became Ascension Crittenton
Hospital, making it the first hospital in the country to adopt the new
unified Ascension brand.
Last September, Ascension, the largest nonprofit health system in
the U.S. and the world’s largest Catholic health system, announced a
significant transformation of its national structure and local identity
to better connect every aspect of care and innovation across its care
sites and subsidiaries. Over the next 12 months, other Ascension sites
of care in Michigan will also be renamed.
As part of the largest non-profit health system in the country since
Fall 2015, Ascension Crittenton Hospital enjoys the support of a national
system benefiting from shared best clinical practices, cost efficiencies,
and quality improvements. As part of Ascension Michigan, the hospital
will increase its ability to pursue its goal of creating a clinically integrated
system of care that will be positioned to manage the health of populations
in partnership with insurers.
For more information visit www.crittenton.com or call 248-652-5000.

Remember to Watch for Children
Around School Buses
Those big yellow buses carrying school children are back on the road. It is
crucial that drivers remain focused and cautious when approaching them.
When preparing to stop, drivers will alert other motorists that a stop is
near, by activating the flashing yellow lights. The flashing red lights and
extended stop sign indicate that the bus is loading or unloading children.
Never attempt to pass the bus at this time, as it would be extremely
dangerous. After exiting, children will be crossing the street and often
quickly merge from behind the bus. Also, be alert for the student who may
be running to catch the bus.
Michigan law requires all drivers on the same road to stop, unless the road
is physically divided by a median or barrier. Don’t expect a warning from
the Police if stopped for passing a school bus. There is very little tolerance
for endangering children. Also, a report from a school bus driver will also
cause you to receive a civil infraction from Police. School bus drivers are
trained to recognize offenders
and encouraged to make the
report.
Being cited for passing a flashing
school bus, will generate a
fine of up to $500 and could
potentially include 100 hours of
community service. Let’s use
the big yellow school buses as
a reminder to stay focused and
be a responsible driver.

Storm Drain Awareness
Everything that goes down a storm
drain flows into our lakes and streams.
Follow these tips below to keep our
waterways clean:
Sweep extra fertilizer, grass clippings,
and dirt on your driveway back
onto your lawn Hosing down your
driveway sends these pollutants
into storm drains that lead to lakes,
streams, and beaches.
Only allow rain to go down the drain.
Never dump motor oil, chemicals, pet
waste, leaves, dirty or soapy water, or
anything else down the storm drain.
All of these materials pollute our
lakes and streams.
You can also volunteer to label storm
drains in your neighborhood to inform
residents that storm drains flow directly
to lakes and streams.
Contact Rochester Public Works
(248-651-5165) or the Clinton River
Watershed Council (248-601-0606)
for more information on storm drain
labeling programs.
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Fall Leaf Collection for Residents
The City provides leaf collection for its residents, but has not yet set the opening
date for the 2017 Curbside Leaf Program. We request residents to please keep all
leaves out of the curb and gutter until the City of Rochester provides the season
opening date for the program, which will be posted on our website and sent out
in an E-Blast.
Once the program begins, we request residents either rake leaves in rows to the
edge of the roadway or place leaves in yard waste collection bags. If you rake the
leaves to the edge of the roadway, the leaf piles should be raked away from the
storm catch basins to avoid flooding. If you place leaves in yard waste collection
bags, the City’s refuse hauler will collect these bags. Please do not put any yard
waste or brush in the leaf piles. Please contact the Department of Public Works
at (248) 651-5165 if you have any questions or need further information.

FALL LEAVES: SAVE TIME BY MULCHING THEM
Undoubtedly, the easiest way to get rid of leaves is to mow them directly
into your lawn. You can do this with a regular mower, especially if the
leaves are dry, but a mulch-mower works best. Leaves 6-8” deep may
require several passes with your mower.
Benefits of leaf mulching:
•

Nourishes the soil, providing a great source of nitrogen. This reduces
the need for raking and fertilizing (research shows up to 25%).

•

Increases water holding capacity of the soil.

•

Increases biological activity of earthworms, microbes, and other
beneficial organisms.

•

Eliminates or reduces yard waste from entering the ‘waste stream’.

City to Partner With the
CRWC for Trash Cleanup
Rochester Municipal Park
September 30
9 am - 11 am
The Clinton River Watershed Council’s (CRWC’s)
Annual Clinton Cleanup rallies volunteers, businesses,
local governments and organizations from around the
watershed with the goal of getting together to help clean
up the Clinton River, its watershed and Lake St. Clair.
Once again, the City of Rochester will be hosting trash
cleanups along the Riverwalk and Clinton River Trail.
Please consider volunteering your time, on September 30
from 9 am – 11 am. We will meet at the Diversion Street
Parking Lot. T-shirts, gloves, and trash bags will be distributed and lunch will be provided following the cleanup. For
more information, or to register, please contact Jason Dickinson at the City Public Works Office at: (248) 349-8806,
JDickinson@rochestermi.org
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 651-4470

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio

Water System Preventative Maintenance
Everybody knows that hydrants are essential to provide
water for fire protection, but they also serve a critical role in
ensuring customers receive reliable, quality water service at
their home or business. Hydrant flushing is one of the ways
that the City maintains our water systems. As part of the
Asset Management Plan for the City Drinking Water System,
the DPW will be reinstating the annual water main and fire
hydrant preventative maintenance program this fall.
During flushing activities, hydrants are opened for a limited
period at strategic points of the system, moving water
through the pipes at a high speed to discharge the minerals
and sediments that settle in the pipes over time. Flushing also helps to maintain flow
and pressure in the water system.
Customers may experience fluctuations in water pressure or the temporary presence
of sediment in their water during flushing periods, but the condition is temporary
and poses no health hazard. The water may also be cloudy or appear white due to
air entrapped in the water. All water system users are cautioned to check the water
before use for clarity. If the water appears cloudy or discolored, residents should run
cold water in a utility sink of tub until it runs clear again. Water service should not be
interrupted by flushing activities.
To learn more about local flushing schedules and activities, customers are encouraged
to contact the City of Rochester DPW at 248-651-5165.

Where Should My Irrigation Meter Go?
Rochester City Council has approved a policy that requires that all new irrigation meters be
installed on the interior of the building. Should this be unfeasible, there is an appeal system
that consumers may apply for.
This new policy is designed to ensure that such irrigation meters are installed in the optimal
location for accessibility, ease of reading, non-exposure to the elements, proper meter
condition, and other considerations.
Council has made it a priority to ensure that property owners have the ability to install
irrigation meters so that sewer charges will not be applied to water usage through irrigation
systems. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the City at (248) 6519061, or visit www.rochestermi.org/irrigation for more information.

amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

Public Works Director:
Shannon Filarecki
sfilarecki@rochestermi.org

City Council Discusses New Water Rates
On August 28th, City Council discussed adjustments to the Water and Sewer usage rates for
the City of Rochester. These adjustments will be the same for all sewer customers, but variable
for water customers based on their supplier (Well Water/Great Lakes Water Authority).
All of the proposed adjustments are reflective of the changes in cost that have occurred from
each of the services providers. The Infrastructure Committee recommended these changes as
being necessary to maintain high quality service, while also providing significant value for our
customers around the City.
For specific details regarding these changes, and for more information on how your rates will
be affected, please visit www.rochestermi.org/rates or contact City Hall at (248) 651-9061.
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City to Drop Post Office
Mailing Address
If you have any mail, including water and tax bills, that you
need to mail to the City, be sure to use the right address.
The City of Rochester will be dropping one of its former
mailed addresses, P.O. Box 80010, in favor of only direct
mailings to City Hall. Be sure that any and all mail for the
City, your elected officials, and the City’s employees are
now sent only to:
400 Sixth Street, Rochester, MI, 48307
Any mail that is sent to the City’s old P.O. box address will
be forwarded for one year, and after that, will no longer be
received by the City. If you have any questions or concerns,
please contact the City at 248-651-9061.

Protect the Trees!
The City of Rochester values its urban canopy. Before
any regulated tree with a diameter of seven (7”)
inches or greater is removed from public or private
property, the City must be notified and consulted in
order to avoid being penalized.
Permits for tree removal are free, and by contacting
the City first, you prevent yourself from garnering
a heavy fine. For more information, contact the
City’s Deputy City Manager & Professional Forester,
Nik Banda, to discuss the removal of any trees at
(248) 651-9061, or email him directly at nbanda@
rochestermi.org.

Safely Dispose of Household
Hazardous Waste
Dispose of your household hazardous waste this
fall at these sites between 8am to 2pm. Bring your
driver’s license showing your Rochester address or
other proof of residency.

City Receives GFOA Award
The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) of
the United States and Canada awarded a Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting to the
City of Rochester for our Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR) for the year ending June 30, 2016.
To receive the award, the City published an easily
readable and well organized report, as well as met GFOA
program standards. The City has earned the Certificate of
Achievement for 6 consecutive years, making the City a
member of an elite group of award recipients.

Saturday, September 16, 8 am – 2 pm
Oakland Community College
Highland Lakes Campus
7650 Cooley Lake Road, Waterford
Saturday, October 28, 8 am – 2 pm
Wildwood Amphitheater
Orion 2700 Joslyn Court, Orion
Please visit www.rochestermi.org/hhw for more
information, or call the Department of Public Works
at (248) 651-5165.

