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Mayor Rob Ray
rray@rochestermi.org

Mayor Pro Tem Kim Russell
krussell@rochestermi.org

ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT
TRANSITIONS TO NEW STAFFING MODEL
Council Member Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

The City of Rochester is proud to announce that on Wednesday, February 13, the
Rochester Fire Department swore-in its first full- and part-time firefighters. This
transition from paid volunteer to a hybrid staffing model comes after the
department celebrated nearly 125 years of service.
In late 2017, the Rochester City Council commissioned a Fire Study Committee to
evaluate fire operations and explore opportunities to both improve services and
response times. The Study Committee analyzed response times using real-time
traffic analytics. Two principal variables were identified: the time a firefighter spent
driving to the station and the response time from the station to the resident. With
no way to shorten the latter, the only option was to shorten the time to the station.

Council Member Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

The fire study committee recommended a hybrid staffing model consisting of full-,
part-time and volunteer firefighters, staffing 5 to 6 per day, seven days a week. This
new staffing model will result in the reduction of response times by up to half.
To help fund this transition, last year the City of Rochester received a $2.4 million grant
from FEMA – the largest grant received by the City of Rochester to date.

Council Member Ben Giovanelli
bgiovan@rochestermi.org

“For 125 years, the volunteers of the Rochester Fire Department have demonstrated
an unshakable resolve to protecting life and property. This transition honors their
dedication and marks the beginning of an addendum, rather than a new chapter, in
our first-responder story,” stated Rochester Mayor Rob Ray.
From its founding in 1895, the men and women volunteers of the City of Rochester
Fire Department have bravely served our residents and businesses.

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

2019 State of the City Address
April 15
7:00 pm
Royal Park Hotel, 600 E. University

Council Member Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

Join us for the 2019 State of the City Address presented
by the honorable Mayor Rob Ray. Doors will open at
6:00pm, and the address will start promptly at 7:00pm.
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Downtown
Rochester
Event Calendar
Mad Money March
March 1 - 31
Downtown Rochester
Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday
May 4 - October 26
E. Third & Water
Deck Art
May 9 & 10
Downtown Rochester
Greater Rochester
Heritage Days
May 18 & 19
Municipal Park

Mad Money March
March 1-31
Downtown Rochester
Come April 1, there will be lucky
winners of a $1,000, $500, or two
$250 shopping spree in downtown
Rochester. How do shoppers enter
to win? It’s simple; shop downtown
Rochester this March! Customers may
qualify for entry by spending at least
$100 collectively at one or more Mad
Money March participating businesses
any time throughout the month of
March. To enter for the shopping spree,
receipts must be validated at one of
three enter-to-win locations: Rochester
DDA, South Street Skateshop
and Fieldstone Winery. For more
information, visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or call the Rochester DDA
office at (248) 656-0060.

Deck Art 2019
May 9 & 10
Downtown
Rochester
Downtown
Rochester is
calling all artists: Elementary School, Middle
School, High School, College, and Adult to
participate in downtown Rochester’s Seventh
Annual Skateboard Art Competition &
Exhibition: Deck Art 2019. Artists are asked
to provide their unique work on a blank
skateboard deck. Winning pieces will be
picked in each category by a panel of judges,
and prizes will be awarded. Artist registration
forms can be found online at www.
downtownrochestermi.com. Submit completed
registration forms to South Street Skateshop
(410 Main St.). There is a registration fee of
$20.00 (plus tax) for one blank skateboard
deck. The registration deadline is Friday, April
12. Deck Art 2019 is scheduled for May 9 &
10. Downtown Rochester will host both the
Thursday Night Kickoff on May 9, and Friday
Night Crawl on May 10, both from 5:00 – 9:00
pm. The events will include unique artwork,
music entertainment and kid’s activities. For
further information, call (248) 656-0060.

Downtown Rochester
Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday May 4 – October 26
(E. Third & Water)
Celebrating its 20th season, the
Farmers’ Market is a frequent stop for
area residents to enjoy the vibrant
colors, aromas and flavors of southeast
Michigan’s growing season. Located at
the corner of E. Third and Water Street,
just one block east of Main Street, the
market is open every Saturday, May 4 through October 26,
from 8 am – 1 pm. The market features only Michigan-grown
(or made) products including vegetables, fruits, flowers,
container gardens, fresh cut flowers, herbs, homemade
baked goods, gnocchi, jams and jellies, honey, maple syrup,
locally roasted coffee and various certified organic products
including eggs, beef and chicken. For more information about
the market, please visit www.downtownrochestermi.com
or contact the Rochester DDA office at (248) 656-0060.

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!
visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester

Page 3
Spring 2019

Upcoming Clinton
River Trail 15th
Anniversary
Events
Attracting Hummingbirds
April 13
Presentation by Wild Birds
Unlimited
Goldner Walsh, Pontiac
Cruisin’ for the Trails
May 4
Motor City Brew Tours Bike
Ride Fundraiser for FCRT
Rochester Mills, Rochester
Spring Migration Hike
May 4
Oakland Audubon
Young Birders’ Club
For the full event calendar
and additional information,
please visit
www.clintonrivertrail.org

Clinton River Trail
Celebrates 15th
Anniversary in 2019!
The scenic Clinton River Trail,
One Trail
spanning 16 miles through the
Five Cities
five communities of Rochester,
Celebrating Fifteen Years
Rochester Hills, Auburn Hills,
Pontiac and Sylvan Lake in
Oakland County, will celebrate its 15th anniversary in 2019 with a year-long
calendar of programs and events for all ages.
Volunteers with Friends of the Clinton River Trail (FCRT) are encouraging hikers,
bikers, walkers, birders, canoeists, kayakers plus fishermen and women to take to
the trail and enjoy the area history, many sights, amenities and great recreational
fun.
Highlights include the Cruisin’ for the Trails bike ride which begins at Rochester
Mills as well as a Spring Migration Hike led by the Oakland Audubon Young
Birders’ Club Saturday, May 4; the OPC’s 5K Run & Walk for Meals Saturday, June
1 which is also National Trails Day; and an Orvis Fly Fishing demonstration on
Lake Norcentra at Rochester College July 28.
As a small thank you to the community, the FCRT will provide participants at all
events with complimentary Clinton River Trail mix, courtesy of Kar’s Nuts.
Information on all Clinton River Trail 15th Anniversary activities is available at
www.clintonrivertrail.org.

Yard Waste
Drop-off for
Residents
The Department of Public Works
would like to remind everyone that
yard waste drop-off is available
to City residents only. Compost
and yard waste can no longer be
dropped off near the Community
Garden, but if a resident has yard
waste that they need to dispose of,
they can visit the Department of
Public Works (DPW) during normal
working hours of 7:00am-3:00pm
Monday through Friday. To drop off
residential yard waste, residents will
need to park outside the DPW gate
or use the intercom button to come
through the gate and then stop at
the first building. Residents will be
asked to show proof of residency
and will then be directed to the
location for drop-off. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact
the DPW at (248) 651-5165.

Spring Cleaning Your Yard
With the weather improving and the flowers soon blooming it is important
that residents know about, and take advantage of, the services provided
by the Rochester Department of Public Works (DPW). Beginning in late
March, the City provides curbside chipping, on public roads, for neatly
stacked branches that are placed on the easement between the sidewalk
and the curb. The City will accept branches up to 8” in diameter.
Green For Life Environmental Services (GFL) will also pick up additional
yard waste and compost on your regularly scheduled pick-up days. Yard
waste/compost should be placed in brown paper bags or cans that are
clearly marked as yard waste.
In addition, the DPW will also begin doing routine tree trimming for limbs
that are hanging in front of signs and into City streets. DPW will also
work to repair sod that was damaged by winter snow plowing, as well
as resume street sweeping and other projects that keep our City looking
and functioning at its best! For additional information on these services,
please visit rochestermi.org/publicworks.
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Keep in Mind City
Requirements This Spring
The City of Rochester:

Spring & Summer Lawn Care for Cleaner
Rivers, Lakes & Beaches
Follow these tips below to grow a green lawn while protecting our
rivers, lakes, and beaches:
Select earth-friendly fertilizers
Choose fertilizers with slow-release nitrogen and low phosphorus
content to protect water quality and support healthy grass. Avoid
weed-and-feed products which can add unnecessary herbicides to
your landscape.
Create fertilizer-free zones
Keep a 15-foot buffer along waterfronts in your yard by not
fertilizing or just letting the grass grow. A buffer helps to keep
grass clippings and fertilizer from entering the water and causing
algae problems. A buffer can also help discourage geese.
Keep fertilizer and lawn clippings on the lawn
Sweep or blow fertilizer and grass clippings back onto the lawn
and not into the street to prevent them from getting into storm
drains and ditches, which lead to our rivers, lakes, and beaches.
Don’t dump lawn clippings into drains or ditches.
Mow high and leave the clippings

• Requires that grass be cut before it reaches
six (6”) inches in height.
• Prohibits the blowing of grass clippings into
City streets in order to prevent debris from
clogging storm drains.
• Prohibits the outdoor storage of unlicensed
or inoperable vehicles.
• Requires that pet owners keep all lawns
and public areas free from animal waste and
leftover food.
• Limits the amount of firewood stored on a
property to two face cords; and the firewood
must be stored above ground in an orderly
manner in the backyard.
• Requests that residents use common sense
with regards to burning wood in order to
maintain excellent air quality for our residents,
(City officials will administer the Ringelmann
smoke chart to determine whether a case is
in violation of the City ordinance on firewood
smoke.)

Set your mower deck high (3 inches) to establish strong, healthy
roots and shade out weeds. Leave clippings on your lawn to return
nutrients to the soil.

• Regulates compost piles, addressing such
issues as size, location, and composition.

Hire a knowledgeable contractor

• Prohibits pouring oil or other solvents down
storm drains or sanitary sewers as this creates
sewer backups and pollutes the waterways.

Check out Michigan Green Industry Association’s endorsed
companies for the Healthy Lawn Care Program for Watershed
Protection.
Reduce your lawn area
Making your lawn smaller by creating more planting areas with
native plants will help infiltrate more water and reduce the amount
getting into storm drains.

Don’t Chop Down That Tree!
The City of Rochester values its urban canopy. Before any
regulated tree with a diameter of seven (7”) inches or greater
is removed from public or private property, the City must be
notified and consulted in order to avoid being penalized.
Permits for tree removal are free, and by contacting the City
first, you prevent yourself from garnering a heavy fine. For
more information, contact the City’s Deputy City Manager &
Professional Forester, Nik Banda, to discuss the removal of
any trees at (248) 651-9061, or email him directly at nbanda@
rochestermi.org.

• Requires that all exterior lighting shall be so
installed that the surface of the source of light
shall not be visible from any bedroom window,
and shall be so arranged as far as practical to
reflect light away from any residential area.
A Notice of Violation will be issued if a
property is not properly maintained. To report
property maintenance violations, please
contact the Fire Department at (248) 6514470 or online at rochestermi.org/report
to share the address and the nature of the
violation.
For more information, visit the City’s website
and view the City’s Zoning Ordinances the
City’s complete set of municipal codes at
www.rochestermi.org.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 651-4470

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda

Fiscal Year
2019-20 Budget
Schedule &
Details
The Fiscal Year End (FYE)
2020 budget preparation has
already begun. Some key dates
and information are below:
Monday, April 22, 2019 - The
Public Hearing date slated
for the Proposed FYE 2020
Budget.
Monday, May 13, 2019 - The
final FYE budget will be
presented to the City Council.
For more details about past
budgets and this upcoming
year’s budget preparation,
process, draft documents and
meetings, please visit www.
rochestermi.org/budget.

ReadyRochester Logo
Design Contest
Help us establish ReadyRochester’s visual
identity! We are looking for creative,
professional, and recognizable logo design
submissions for the emergency preparedness
program. ReadyRochester is a campaign
designed by the City of Rochester, MI,
the Rochester Fire Department, and the
Rochester Police Department to help
residents and business owners in Rochester
be prepared before disaster strikes. This
campaign includes community outreach
programs and resources for Rochester
citizens and businesses to learn how to help
prepare and protect themselves, families,
pets, homes, businesses and employees.
The City will be accepting logo design
submissions from all ages and skill levels.
Winners will receive a Rochester Downtown
Development Authority gift certificate, a
trophy, and the right to identify themselves
as the designer of the official logo. Entries
must be submitted by 5:00 pm on April 12,
2019.
For full rules and guidelines, please visit
Rochestermi.org/readyrochesterlogo.

nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm

Michigan Department of Treasury Warns of Tax Scam

sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Michigan taxpayers with past-due debts should be aware of a new scam making the
rounds through the U.S. Postal Service, according to the Michigan Department of
Treasury.

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

In the scheme, taxpayer are sent what appears to be a government-looking letter
about an overdue tax bill asking the taxpayer to immediately contact a toll-free
number to resolve a tax debt or face asset seizure. The piece of correspondence
appears credible to the taxpayer because it uses specific personal facts about the
outstanding tax debt pulled directly from publicly available information.
The scammer’s letter attempts to lure the taxpayer into a situation where they could
make a payment to a criminal.

sbrowne@rochestermi.org

Taxpayers who receive a letter from a scammer or have questions about their state
debts should call Treasury’s Collection Services Center at (866) 218-7224. A customer
service representative can log the scam verify outstanding state debts and provide
flexible payment options.

Public Works Director:
Shannon Filarecki

To learn more about Michigan’s taxes and the collection process, go to www. Mighigan.
gov/taxes or follow the state Treasury Department on Twitter at @MITreasury.

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne

sfilarecki@rochestermi.org
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Skywarn Spotter
Training Class
The City of Rochester Fire
Department is proud to host a
Skywarn Spotter Training Class
on Thursday, April 4, 2019 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM at the
Fire Station, 277 E. Second Street, Rochester. Skywarn is
an effort to save lives during severe weather emergencies
by expanding networks of spotters and by encouraging the
widest possible participation in tornado warning programs.
There is no way to stop tornadoes, and not all tornadoes
show up on radar, but they can be seen. Lives can be
saved. Only one instrument can detect a tornado or funnel
with complete certainty, the human eye.
Skywarn trains individuals on how to accurately observe
such weather phenomena as floods, hail, wind and its
associated damage, cloud features that lead to tornadoes,
and those cloud features that do not lead to tornadoes.
This class covers what information to report and how to
report it. Basic severe weather safety is also covered. This
class is FREE to all (students must be at least 14 years of
age). While new technological and scientific tools have
advanced the National Weather Service (NWS) capability
to predict severe weather, the trained spotter remains
essential to the NWS warning process. The more trained
“eyes” we have in the field during a severe weather event,
the better our service to you and the public will be. More
concern, more spotters, and more eyes are needed. Lend
us yours - learn SKYWARN!
All interested parties (i.e., fire, police, EMS, security,
volunteers and citizens) are encouraged to attend.
The Oakland County Homeland Security Division
coordinates this program. Limited space is available,
so make your reservations now! Go to: oakgov.com/
homelandsecurity and click on the Skywarn logo to
register or call (248) 858-5300.

New Ways to Stay Up to Date
on Social Media
“Like” the Department of Public Works on
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/rochesterDPW
Follow the Rochester Fire Department on
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/Rochester_city_fire/

Watch City Meetings Live
on Cable and Online
You can watch live broadcasts and re-runs of City
meetings on cable television and on the City’s website,
rochestermi.org/webcasts. City Council, Planning
Commission and Downtown Development Authority
meetings are broadcast live on Rochester TV channels
(Channel 17 on Comcast and Channel 10 on WOW).

Volunteer to Join a Committee or
Commission
Get involved by joining one of Rochester’s Boards
& Commissions. Applications and a list of all of our
Boards & Commissions are available at City Hall and
online at rochestermi.org/bcapplication.

Monthly Coffee with The Mayor at OPC
This is an open forum meeting for the public to meet
and talk with Mayor Rob Ray about current issues in
the City. Please join the Mayor on the third Thursday
of every month at 4:30 pm at the Older Persons’
Commission, 650 Letica.

