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2020 Fire and Ice Festival
JANUARY 17, 18, & 19

Council Member Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

Council Member Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

You are invited to brighten your holidays in downtown Rochester with the Fire & Ice Festival!
Come enjoy an outdoor family-friendly activity hosted by Oakland County, Oakland County
Parks, the Principal Shopping District (PSD) and the City of Rochester. The event will feature
ice sculptors, sledding hill, sled dogs, food trucks, carriage rides, a warming station and
much more.
The Fire & Ice Festival will kick off on Friday, January 17th at 5:00pm and go to 9:00pm.
Then Saturday, January 18th it will start at 10:00am and go to 9:00pm. The festivial will be
ending Sunday, January 19th with hours of 9:00am - 5:00pm.

Council Member Mark Albrecht
malbrecht@rochestermi.org

This year’s Fire & Ice Festival will have many activities that are fun for all ages! Don’t let
the weather stop you from making new memories in Rochester! For more details and
information, go to: www.DowntownRochesterMI.com/fire-and-ice-festival

Please Be a Good Neighbor and Shovel Your Sidewalk

Council Member Amanda H. Keighley
akeighley@rochestermi.org

Council Member Steve Sage
ssage@rochestermi.org

Being a “walkable community” is part of what makes Rochester great! Please shovel your
sidewalk and keep it clear of ice and snow, for your family, your neighbors, and especially
for children going to and from school and for the elderly. City Code requires the owner/
occupant to clear snow and ice from the sidewalks adjoining any side of the property. An
accumulation of 3” or more of snow must be cleared within 24 hours. A diligent effort must
be made by the owner to control ice accumulation by complete removal or by applying
sufficient amounts of deicing material or sand. Failure to clear snow and ice may result in
the issuance of a civil infraction and a fine, so please, be a “Good Neighbor” this winter and
take care of clearing your snow and ice.
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Downtown
Rochester
Event Calendar
Holiday Farmers’ Market
Thursdays
5:00 - 8:00 pm
Rochester Fire Department
Festival of Trees
November 23 & 24
10:00 am – 8:00 pm &
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Rochester Community House
Lagniappe
November 25
6:00 – 9:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Small Business Saturday
Carriage Rides
November 30
11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Kris Kringle Market
December 6 & 7
4:00 pm - 10:00 pm &
Noon - 10:00 pm
W. Fourth St.

Big Bright Light Show
Downtown Rochester
November 25 - January 5, 2020
5:00 - Midnight Nightly
A dazzling holiday light display featuring
over 1.5 million points of light in Downtonw
Rochester. The show will be aglow weekends in January throught January 19. For
more information call (248)-656-0060

Kris Kringle Market

Festival of Trees

December 6 & 7
4:00 pm - 10:00 pm &
Noon - 10:00 pm
Downtown Rochester

November 23 & 24
10:00 am – 8:00 pm &
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Rochester
Community House

Visitors can enjoy the food, shopping,
entertainment and ambiance of
this open-air market which features
handcrafted gifts, holiday decor,
and specialty foods. For more
information call (248)-656-0060 or
visit downtownrochestermi.com.

Hometown Christmas Parade
December 8
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Main Street between Tienken & Third St.

Caroling in the City
December 15
5:00 - 8:00 pm
Main St. Downtown

Bring the family to enjoy the largest
Christmas parade in Michigan. The parade
will include floats, bands and of course,
Santa Claus. For more information, call the
Chamber of Commerce at 248-651-6700.

Hometown Christmas Parade
December 8
2:00 pm
Fire & Ice Festival
January 17
6:00 - 9:00 pm
January 18
10:00 am - 9:00 pm
January 19
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Downtown Rochester

A holiday spectacular
unlike any other,
featuring trees, wreaths, tablescapes,
centerpieces, and more designed
and donated by the Metro Detroit
community. For more information,
call 248-656-0060 or visit
downtownrochestermi.com.

Caroling in the City
December 15
5:00 - 8:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
A cornucopia of holiday merriment,
complete with live entertainment, Christmas
themed contests, holiday sweets & treats
and caroling! All on Main Street with
the backdrop of the stunning lights.

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!
visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester
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Holiday Safety Tips
The Rochester Police Department always wants our residents
to be as safe as possible. As we start our holiday shopping
keep these tips in mind to minimize the chances of being a
victim of a holiday season crime. When out and about be
aware of your surroundings, even when you’re thinking of a
thousand different things. Try to minimize shopping at night
or alone, you are more susceptible to being victimized. Avoid
carrying large amounts of cash, and take only the cash you
need with you or try to pay with a credit or debit card when
possible. If you are going to use an ATM try to use one inside
of a well-populated building or a well lighted area. You should
always keep a record of all your credit card numbers at home
in a safe location, and report all lost or stolen credit cards
immediately. Be extra careful when carrying a wallet or purse,
with your wallet in your front pants pocket or your purse
securely around your shoulder. Avoid overloading yourself
with packages either in your vehicle or while carrying them.
When at home be aware that sometimes criminals will pose as couriers delivering gifts to case your home or to
commit a crime immediately. Avoid having large displays of gifts visible from windows and doors. During the holidays
criminals are especially likely to try scams that take advantage of people’s generosity. Be extra diligent about locking
windows and doors even when you are leaving the house for a short period of time. Traveling for the holidays? Place
lights, radio, and television on timers so that it appears that your home is occupied. Have a neighbor or friend watch
your home and collect your mail and newspapers while you’re away. You can also be added to the Rochester Police
Department’s vacation watch program by calling dispatch at (248) 651-9621.

ShakeYour
Mailbox
The Rochester Department of Public
Works (DPW) asks residents who
have mailboxes at the road edge to
prepare for winter by shaking their
mailbox. By shaking your mailbox you
can ensure it is solidly in the ground.
The initiative is intended to prevent
mailboxes from being damaged
by snow pushed off the road by
snowplows. If you have questions
on what is permitted, please call the
Rochester DPW at (248) 651-5165
or visit the City’s website
www.rochestermi.org/shake

Snow Plowing
WHY IS SNOW PLOWED IN FRONT OF MY DRIVEWAY?
The City crews do not plow snow in front of driveways on purpose. There
is no practical way for the snow plow operator to cut-off the windrow
of snow when crossing a driveway. This problem happens, especially in
cul-desacs, because of the extra small space. You can help by placing
as much snow as possible to the right side of your drive (see diagram).
Working together will help reduce the amount of snow that is plowed
in front of your driveway. If you hire a private contractor, please remind
them not to plow snow into the public roadway, as it is against State Law.
WHEN WILL MY STREET BE PLOWED?
The City follows a “Prioritization” system when plowing. Major roads are
cleared first and then local streets will be cleared next. The DPW staff
will be working diligently this winter to plow all City streets, so please
be assured that your street will be plowed. We appreciate your patience
while our City crews are out working to keep all of our City streets clear. If
you have an issue, please call Public Works at (248) 651-5165.
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Snow Emergency Parking
Restrictions
The City of Rochester regulates winter parking through a
Snow Emergency Ordinance (52-121). Parking is prohibited on
all City streets when a Snow Emergency is in effect. A Snow
Emergency may be declared when there is a snow fall in
progress, or when 4 inches or more of snow has been forecast.
As soon as a Snow Emergency has been declared, notice will
be provided by local radio and television news stations, and the
City will send out a Newsflash, so be sure to sign up for alerts at
www.rochestermi.org/notifyme. All vehicles must remain off
all City streets until the roads are cleared of ice and snow by
the DPW. In the event it is impossible to remove vehicles from
the roadway, owners should call Police Dispatch at (248) 6519621 to request permission to park, which will only be granted
for vehicles that cannot be moved into an available driveway
or another location. To prevent getting a ticket, park all of your
vehicles off the street when snow is in the forecast or appears
imminent. Your cooperation will help make City streets safer
by allowing the DPW staff to clear the streets as quickly as
possible.

Historic Home Plaques

No Wipes In The
Pipes, Please!
Convenience wipes such as baby, hygienic,
cleaning, and disinfectant, as well as toilet
bowl scrubbers and paper towels might be
labeled as ‘disposable’ or ‘flushable’, but these
items should not be flushed down the toilet.
Products like these do not break down in the
City sewer system, causing plugs in sanitary
sewer pipes and pumps, resulting in sewage
backups, costly cleanups, and environmental
consequences that can result in rate increases.
What Can YOU Do to Help?
1. Do not flush objects down the toilet such as:
wipes, diapers, feminine hygiene products,
or dental floss.
2. Dispose of these items in your household or
business trash receptacles.

Historical Markers Still Available Rochester Historical
Commission continues to offer historical markers to celebrate
the long-standing heritage of homes and businesses in the City
of Rochester that were built before 1969. The city’s historical
marker program is strictly an educational program and will
not affect the owner’s ability to make changes to the property.
The marker makes a great gift for a new homeowner, someone
celebrating a renovation project or honoring a longtime
Rochester resident. Markers cost $225. Applications are
available by visiting the city website at www.rochestermi.org/
plaques. If you need help filling out the application or finding
the date a structure was built, email lynncanderson@hotmail.
com.

3. Inform those who clean your house or
business of proper disposal methods for
convenience products.
4. Select cleaning supplies that can be washed
and reused.
5. Spread the word! Inform your friends and
family of the dangers of flushing wipes down
the drain.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS

Census 2020

City Hall:
(248) 733-3700 OR
(248) 651-9061

April 1st, 2020 is Census Day and it
is imperative that you take part in
the count. The City has established
a Complete Count Committee to
ensure that as many of our residents
are counted as possible. Accurate
census information is critical
to planning for future growth
development, and the social needs
of the City of Rochester. If you would
like to take part in the education
efforts with the community based
approach the Committee is looking
for volunteers to go neighborto-neighbor and help with our
efforts prior to Census Day please
email
jdixon@rochestermi.org.
Questions, visit www.rochestermi.
org/Census2020

Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 841-1439

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Upgrade to City’s Fire
Insurance Rating

The City of Rochester has been designated
with a Class 3 rating by the Insurance
Servises Office (ISO). The new rating
can improve insurance premium rates for
residents and business. Be sure to notify
your insurance provider of this upgraded
rating in order to see your rates lowered.
The rating is on a scale of 1-10 with one (1)
being the highest. The standards that help
comprise the ISO rating are developed by
organizations such as the National Fire
Protections Association (NFPA).
The ISO information provides the City
with valuable insight as to the risk of the
fire loss to its residents and business. This
rating improvement is a sign of the City’s
dedication to continuous improvement in
fire response and community risk reduction.
Congratulations to the Rochester Fire
Department!

sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Go Green - Paperless Billing & Automatic
Water & Sewer Payments

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik

GO GREEN is an initiative by the City of Rochester to encourage customers to select
Paperless Water & Sewer Billing and enroll in the Automatic Payments Options.

jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Paperless billing and payments save time and money and most importantly helps
the environment! We know you have a busy life and need choices when it comes to
making payments for your CIty of Rochester Water and Sewer services. Now, you
can select an AUTOMATIC PAYMENT OPTION.

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

Public Works
Assistant Director:
Sandy Brondstetter

With Automatic Water & Sewer Billing Payments, your bill will be paid on time, every
time, direct your checking account. No stamps are required.
You will still receive your bill, via email, before the due date, so you will have time to
ask any questions before payment is processed.
To sign up for this program, click on Automatic Water & Sewer Billing & Paperless
Billing Form at www.rochestermi.org (Print the application). Complete the form, be
sure to date and sign then mail or deliver it to City Hall. You will need to include a
voided check to complete the sign-up process. The automated payment will apply
to your next quarterly bill. If you have any questions, we are glad to assist you at
City Hall or by phone at (248) 733-3700.
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Thank You to Outgoing Council!
A heartfelt thank you to outgoing Mayor Rob Ray, Mayor
Pro Tem Kim Russel and Council Member Ben Giovanneli
for their dedication and service to the City and our
Community.

Welcome to New Council Members
With the November 5th election, Ann Pererson was reelected, with Mark Albrecht, Amanda Keighley, and Steve
Sage also being elected. On November 26th, the Council
will select our City’s next Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem.

Rochester and the Detroit
United Railway

Winter Taxes Due Soon
All 2019 Winter Taxes are payable December 1,
2019 through February 14, 2020 without penalty.
Beginning March 3rd, 2020 all unpaid 2019 Taxes
must be paid to Oakland County Treasurer’s Office
and will include additional penalties.
You may access your tax information and make
payments 24/7 by dialing toll-free (888) 600-3773
and by entering your 10-digit parcel ID number
beginning with 15. Payment can also be made
online by accessing the link on the City’s web
page, www.rochestermi.org.
If you have any questions, please contact the
Treasurer’s Office at (248) 733-3700. Assessing,
Building, and Tax information is available at
www.bsaonline.com.

Watch City Meetings Live
on Cable and Online
You can watch live broadcasts and re-runs of
City meetings on cable television and on the
City’s website, rochestermi.org/webcasts. City
Council, Planning Commission and Downtown
Development Authority meetings are broadcast
live on Rochester TV channels (Channel 17
on Comcast and Channel 10 on WOW).
Just in time for the holiday shopping season is the new
Rochester and the Detroit United Railway book. It is
rich with never before published photograps and makes
the perfect gift for anyone who appreciates the history
of Rochester and the surrounding area. The book was
written by long-time Rochester resident Bob Michalka. It
is available for purchase at City Hall for $39.95, with more
information at www.detroitunitedrailwaybook.com

City Seeks Volunteers
Get involved by joining one of Rochester’s Boards
& Commissions. Applications and a list of all of our
Boards & Commissions are available at City Hall and
online at rochestermi.org/bcapplication

Follow the City on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/rochestermigov

