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Census 2020 - You Count!
Complete the Census to Ensure Benefits for Our Community

Mayor Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Mayor Pro Tem Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

The 2020 Census is quickly approaching and we encourage all residents to complete the
Census questionnaire. The Census is a constitutionally-mandated physical count of all people
in the United States every 10 years. Why is this important? Because Census data is used
to determine not only our Congressional representation, but also for allocation of critical
federally funded programs. $1,800 per person, per year, is lost for every person not counted.
All residents count regardless of age, gender, residency status, income or citizenship. You
will receive a letter from the Census during the month of March asking you to go online or
complete the nine question survey via phone. The Census is offered in 12 languages online
and 59 languages on the phone. Failure to respond to the Census invitation will result in
further solicitation from the Census Bureau.

Council Member Mark Albrecht
malbrecht@rochestermi.org

The Census is legally required to be completely confidential, and your information cannot be
shared with any other organizations, governmental or private. If you complete the Census
online your data is stored securely and anonymously.
We are here to help! Our community organizations have been trained to help you with the
Census. If you have questions or are in need of resources visit www.rochestermi.org/census
or email census2020@rochestemi.org.

Council Member Amanda H. Keighley
akeighley@rochestermi.org

2020 State of the City
Monday, April 20
7:00 pm
Royal Park Hotel
Join us for the 2020 State of the City Address presented by the honorable Mayor Stuart
Bikson. Doors will open at 6:00pm, and the address will start promptly at 7:00pm. This
event is open to the public, and light refreshments will be provided.

Council Member Steve Sage
ssage@rochestermi.org
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Rochester
Event Calendar
Founder’s Day
Sunday, March 15
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Van Hoosen Farm - Calf Barn
Rochester Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday
May 2 - October 31
E. Third & Water

Founders Day Celebration
Van Hoosen Farm Calf Barn
Sunday, March 15
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Founder’s Day commemorates the arrival of James Graham with his sons on
March 17, 1817 to the area we now know as Rochester, Michigan.
The Rochester Historical Commission will host a Founder’s Day celebration in
the beautifully restored Calf Barn at the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen
Farm. Author and Historian Kenneth Schramm will be discussing, “A ride on the
Detroit United Railway interurban through Rochester.” Enjoy light refreshments
and traditional Irish dances performed by the Shannon Irish Dance Academy.

Deck Art
May 16 & 17
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Downtown Rochester

Downtown Rochester
Farmers’ Market

Greater Rochester
Heritage Days
May 16 & 17
Municipal Park
Memorial Day Flag Service
Monday, May 25
8:00 am
Mount Avon Cemetery
Junk in the Trunk
June 20 & August 1
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
E. Third and Water
(Farmers’ Market Upper Lot)

Every Saturday, May 2 – October 31
E. Third & Water
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
Join us for the opening of the Farmers’ Market
season! Opening Day festivities include free canvas
tote bags given to the first 500 adult customers, musical entertainment
and children’s activities. Don’t forget to enter to win one of many gift
certificates donated by Downtown Rochester merchants! For more
information visit downtownrochestermi.com or call 248-656-0060.

Deck Art
May 14 & 15
Downtown Rochester
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
The ninth annual Deck Art is a skateboard art
exhibition and competition. Over 400 artists from
metro Detroit will display artwork on skateboard
decks throughout Downtown Rochester businesses.
Event includes music, children’s activity and
more! The decks will be displayed in participating
businesses May 14 – May 22. For more information visit
downtownrochestermi.com or call 248-656-0060.

Greater
Rochester
Heritage
Days
May 16 & 17
Municipal Park
This two-day
festival features
a huge variety of activities including an
arts and craft show, Rochester Lions car
shows, live music, Civil War reenactments,
demonstrations, antique fire trucks, and more.

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!
visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester
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Updates from the Rochester Polinators
1. Rochester Pollinators founder, Marilyn Trent, and Master Gardener, Jane
Giblin, will present on April 16, 7:00-8:30 pm at the Rochester Hills Public
Library on “Planting Your Own Butterfly and Pollinator Garden – It’s Easy!”
2. The Rochester Pollinators committee and the City Beautiful Commission
will be hosting a 1,000-milkweed plant giveaway (first-come, first-served)
at the Downtown Rochester Farmers Market May 16 & 23. Additional
native plants and seeds will be available for sale. All proceeds go to the
mission of education and awareness regarding the plight and decline
of our butterflies and pollinators, while making Rochester a butterflyfriendly city.
3. Look for more native plants in Downtown Rochester’s Main Street and
the participating businesses in 2020.
4. The community garden will feature an area dedicated to pollinators
and will be tended to by a group of committed volunteers.
5. The Rochester Municipal Park Butterfly Garden has been given $1,000
from the Community Foundation of Greater Rochester’s Enhancement
Fund in support of an expansion for 2020.
6. On behalf of the Oakland County Board of Commissioners, the
20,000 Oaks Subcommittee will be donating 20,000 oak trees to the
community in 2020. The Rochester Pollinators will be receiving 50 twoyear-old bur oak seedlings and will give them away on opening day of
the Downtown Rochester Farmer’s Market, May 2. For more information,
please contact Tammy Byers, Chair of the City Beautiful Commission at
cbc@rochestermi.org.

Skip the Line!
Vote at Home!

Coal Tar Sealant: Effects on the
Environment & Health
What are the dangers of using coal tar sealant? Coal tar sealant contains
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs). These harmful compounds
have been found in streams across the state of Michigan, after stormwater
runoff polluted with these compounds enters the waterways and is mixed
with the freshwater.
Coal tar sealant is also a known toxin to some species of fish and
macroinvertebrates. Some species of fish exposed to coal tar sealant
were found with developmental disabilities.

Absentee ballots are now available
to every voter without providing a
reason. Just submit an application.
You may also request to be put
on the permanent absentee list
that the City Clerk uses to mail out
applications about 60 days before
each election. Just notify the Clerk’s
Office by phone, in person, mail or
via email at elections@rochestermi.
org that you want to be added to
the list. Applications for the August/
November elections will be mailed
around June 1, 2020.

How does coal tar sealant containing PAH’s get into the environment? Coal
tar sealant sediments and particles can be spread in many ways. Coal Tar
enters local freshwater ecosystems through stormwater runoff entering
our storm drains. In warm weather, toxic PAH particles are released from
the sealant into the air we breathe. Particles can also be blown into the
air by the wind, tracked indoors on the bottoms of shoes, and also stick to
the bottoms of tires on cars and carried as we drive.
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Help Protect our Groundwater

What is Groundwater?
Groundwater is water below the surface that feeds wells
and springs and maintains the level of rivers and lakes in dry
weather. Groundwater comes from rain and snow that soaks
into the ground and is filtered down under the surface. It can
be brought to the surface from a well using a pump. Once
pumped, the groundwater can be used for drinking or irrigating
landscapes. If chemicals and pollutants are dumped on the
ground, they can migrate into the groundwater and make it
unsafe to drink or use for irrigation.
What is the City Doing to Help Protect our Drinking Water
Supply?
The City performs annual water quality tests of both water
supply systems. The City posts the results of their sampling in
the Drinking Water Quality Report. We are currently working
with our engineering consultant to continue to educate the
general public on how they can protect their drinking water,
particularly those that receive their drinking water from
groundwater sources.
What Can You Do to Protect the City’s Drinking Water Supply?
•Always recycle household chemicals like gasoline, paint, and
pesticides.
•Never dump chemicals onto the ground.
•Never flush chemicals down the toilet.
For safe disposal of household chemicals, contact NOHaz at:
(248) 858-5656, or visit their website at:
https://www.oakgov.com/advantageoakland/planning/
wasteandrecycling/Pages/nohaz.aspx

Don’t Feed the
Waterfowl
When visiting our community parks,
please remember – do not feed the
waterfowl. Feeding ducks and geese
can compromise their natural ability to
forage in the wild and may also attract
a concentration of wildlife beyond the
capacity of the habitat. Plus, feeding
waterfowl bread and other human food is not good for the
birds’ digestive systems.

Reduce Your
‘Rainwater Footprint’
With A Rain Barrel
Rain barrels are a great way to capture
rain water for use on your vegetable and
flower gardens, trees, and turf grass.
They also benefit our nearby lakes and
streams by reducing the amount of
rainwater runoff that is being sent to these
waterways via underground pipes.
Rain Barrel Features to Consider:
•Removable top – useful for dipping
water out with a watering can.
•Overflow portal – for excess
rainwater overflow
•Stand or blocks for raising the barrel –
Elevation is essential for maximum water
pressure (1-2 feet is recommended).
•Screen over the barrel opening – to
trap leaves/debris and mosquitoes.
Rain Barrel Selection & Placement:
•Rain barrels should be placed near your
downspouts.
•Rain barrels range in cost from $70 to $250,
depending on the style and shaping. Choose a
style that is right for you.
•Manufactured rain barrels come in different
sizes (30 gallon, 60 gallon, or 80 gallon).
Consider how much rain you will need to
capture.
Rain Barrel Installation:
•Use flexible downspout material to connect
the downspout to the barrel. Downspouts that
‘hang free of a solid surface’ are vulnerable to
wind damage.
•An extension hose attached to the overflow
port may be useful.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 733-3700 OR
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 841-1439
City Manager:
Blaine Wing

Meet Pearl!
Pearl
was born
October 10,
2017 and
joined the
Rochester
Police
Department
in the
spring of
2019. Pearl
was briefly
a leader
dog for the
blind, but
had a career
change due
to her inquisitiveness and desire to
explore. Pearl became a certified
explosive detection K9 for the city
of Rochester in the summer of
2019 and has been in service since.
When not at work and attempting
to sniff out explosives, she enjoys
playing with her brother Kitt and
trying her hardest to be a lap dog.
Pearl likes to be around people
(especially kids) and loves to have
her belly rubbed.

Suicide Prevention
Training
Oakland County Suicide Prevention Task
Force is providing training opportunities
for anyone over 15 years in age to become
a suicide-alert helper. During the safeTALK
half day training helpers will learn to
recognize verbal and nonverbal signs from
people with thoughts of suicide and take
action by connecting them with life-saving
intervention resources.
Trainings will take place at the Oakland
County Executive Building in Waterford on:
Monday, May 18 - 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 11 - 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday, November 6 - 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
You can register at bit.ly/1cQsPd1 questions
can be sent to polmeark@oakgov.com.

bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik

Budget Timeline for 2020-2021
Budget time is opportunity time, a chance to shape Rochester’s future. The City
Council and staff are committed to fiscal discipline, participation in committee
activities, support of core government services, and investment in community
assets.
Efficient and effective use of City resources requires planning and control. The
annual budget is the tool that the City uses to plan and control resources and
achieve its long- and short-range objectives as desired by the City Council and the
community.

jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Basic Budget Timeline

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio

1. Strategic Planning begins ~ 6 months prior to the May budget adoption date.
Department Goals and Objectives are developed and connected to the City’s
broader strategic plan.

amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne

2. Departmental budgets fine-tuned ~ 5 months prior to target budget adoption
date.
3. Revenue forecasting begins.
4. Executive preparation should occur 2-3 months prior to target adoption date.
5. Council reviews occurs prior to adoption.
6. Public hearings will occur prior to adoption.

sbrowne@rochestermi.org

7. Adoption and Execution of the approved budget.

Public Works Director:
Sandy Brondstetter

The City provides transparent financial information in the form of public meetings
and hearings and the annual budget document. Residents are encouraged to visit
the City website at https://rochestermi.org/budget to review our current year’s
budget.

sbrondstetter@rochestermi.org
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Support for Tot Lot

Coffee with the Mayor
Moves to Wednesday
This is an open forum meeting for the public to
meetand talk with Mayor Stuart Bikson about
current issues in the City. Please join the Mayor on
the third Wednesday of every month at 4:30 pm at
the Older Persons’ Commission, 650 Letica.

The City is developing the scope of the Ludlow Tot Lot
Improvement Plan. The updated all-abilities park will
be specifically designed to bring together children,
families, and loved ones of all ages and ability levels to
enjoy the many benefits of outdoor play and recreation.
Incorporating accessible design elements afford the City of
Rochester the opportunity to give all community members
the ability to recreate equally.
The Tot Lot Improvements will benefit children and adults
with special needs where they can safely explore and play
with others of varied abilities. It will be designed to be fun
and accessible; a community within a community that can
bring together individuals of all ages - from toddlers to
seniors - and all abilities to experience the simple, everyday
joy of outside play.
That universal design is a critical factor in the entry ways
into the park providing the opportunity for individuals with
physical impairment to access the Park and its amenities
safely. The City will design the Tot Lot to provide total
community access to children and families regardless of
an individual’s physical limitations.
The City is committed to providing and enhancing
connectivity to other amenities of the Park and within
close proximity to the Paint Creek Trail. This project will
not be possible without the support of grants, therefore,
we ask if you would please submit letters of support to
totlot@rochestermi.org. This project has the potential to
become a jewel in our community, help us make it come
to fruition! Visit www.rochestermi.org/totlot for more
information.

Watch City Meetings Live
on Cable and Online
You can watch live broadcasts and re-runs of
City meetings on cable television and on the
City’s website, rochestermi.org/webcasts. City
Council, Planning Commission and Downtown
Development Authority meetings are broadcast
live on Rochester TV channels (Channel 17
on Comcast and Channel 10 on WOW).

City Seeks Volunteers
Get involved by joining one of Rochester’s Boards
& Commissions. Applications and a list of all of our
Boards & Commissions are available at City Hall and
online at rochestermi.org/bcapplication

Stay Up to Date on Social Media
•

Follow the City on Facebook at

•

Join the City on Nextdoor

www.facebook.com/rochestermigov

https://nextdoor.com/city/rochester--mi/

