Summer 2020

Coping with COVID-19
Rochester is Here for You. Visit www.rochestermi.org/coronavirus for the latest details.

Mayor Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Mayor Pro Tem Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

Council Member Mark Albrecht
malbrecht@rochestermi.org

Council Member Amanda H. Keighley
akeighley@rochestermi.org

The past four months have been difficult, but our community has remained resilient. This
Spring, the City focused on keeping the community safe, cared for, and optimistic. Our
Fire, Police and Public Works Departments worked tirelessly to keep us safe. The City staff
made sure essential services continued uninterrupted. Our goal is always to remain open
and accessible to our residents, and that’s why City meetings quickly became virtual and
business conducted remotely. Staff partnered with the OPC to reachout to our seniors to
perform wellness checks and fulfill requests. The Reopen Rochester Committee was created
and allowed leaders across all sectors to collaborate to help navigate these uncharted
waters. This partnership, along with the hard work of the Rochester Downtown Development
(DDA) Authority helped both our businesses and residents.
City Hall is back open to residents and our staff has come up with innovative solutions to
make sure you stay safe. When visiting City Hall, you will find standard physically distancing
procedures, plexiglass at the counters, and face coverings being worn for your safety and
the safety of our staff. Our staff is also taking extra precautions to frequently sanitize, wash
hands, and limit contact during transactions. Contact-free, remote transactions are available
through the mail, our website and dropbox. For our senior residents, we have initiated a
senior hour from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., as well as a concierge service. (More information
can be found on page 5.) Most of all the strength that we have seen during these times
comes from the wonderful residents that make up this community, and for that we thank
you!

Free Downtown Parking Through Labor Day
Council Member Steve Sage
ssage@rochestermi.org

In cooperation with the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) all your visits to
downtown Rochester will be greeted by free parking. This means all City street parking,
parking decks, and City parking lots are free to use through Monday, September 7, 2020.
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What COVID-19 Means for
Community Events
The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is ready to bring
people together, but are committed to keeping everyone safe as
well. The DDA remains optimistic and ready for action, but events
and gatherings are subject to the State of Michigan moving in to
phase 5 of the MI Safe Start Plan. To receive the most up to date
information about events follow Downtown Rochester on Facebook,
visit downtownrochestermi.com or call (248) 656-0060.
The City still welcomes everyone to come to the Downtown Farmers’
Market (see below). You can also enjoy the free parking throughout
downtown and visit the wonderful retailers and restaurants the
City has to offer. Please be mindful by wearing a face covering
and respecting social distancing. We absolutely LOVE LOCAL!

Explorers Club
The Rochester Explorers Club is back! Don’t miss
this wonderful opportunity for kids of all ages to
get out and explore all that our community has to
offer. Complete as many activities as you like from
July 13 - August
8. Whether you
choose one activity
or try to complete
them all, the goal
is to just have fun!

Register starting July 13 at the Downtown
Collaboration Studio, 431 Main Street from
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Participation is free.

New Downtown
Collaboration Studio
The DDA is excited to
announce the opening of the
new Downtown Collaboration
Studio at 431 Main Street!
The Studio will serve as a
place for our community and
our businesses to reconnect
and reinvent! And that’s only
the beginning! It will also be
home to all things Love Local
Rochester, including our new
merchandise. Information
on merchant promotions
throughout downtown is also
available. The Studio is open
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday!

Downtown Rochester Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday, through October 31
E. Third & Water
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Enjoy the open air market and purchase from local vendors. Please remember the
market will be operating under safety guidelines by respecting social distancing
and wearing face coverings. For more information see our site below
www.downtownrochestermi.com/farmers-market or call
(248) 656-0060. See you at the market!

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!
visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester
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Work on City Gardens to Further Initiative for Monarchs
The Rochester Municipal Park Butterfly Garden is getting a donation of pollinator-friendly Michigan native plants
from Tammy Byers, of the City Beautiful Commission, and Marilyn Trent, founder of the Rochester Pollinators. The
garden, planted last spring, was such a success within the community and the city received positive feedback, that it
is continuing to be maintained and will also have informational signage installed this summer.
The Rochester Pollinators was formed in March 2019 as a part of the Mayor’s Monarch pledge that the City of
Rochester had committed. There are 24 actions in the pledge and the City of Rochester has accomplished nine of
the actions. This includes issuing a proclamation to raise awareness of declining monarch populations, planting a
monarch-friendly demonstration garden, hosting native plant sales or giveaways, and more.
For the Rochester Hills Public Library, the City Beautiful Commission with the Rochester Pollinators, are providing
Michigan native plants and the volunteers for a second demonstration garden. The Rochester Pollinators committee
and committee member, Stephanie Smith, have been working with the library and Library Director, Juliane Morian, to
plan and create the beautiful new butterfly garden at the west entrance.
“I am excited that the Rochester Hills Public Library is allowing us to continue the Rochester Pollinators mission
by having a butterfly garden,” Rochester Pollinators Founder Marilyn Trent said. “It’s a wonderful fit as they are
proponents of knowledge and we are educating people on the need to save the Monarch butterfly and essential
pollinators by restoring Michigan native plants in our local landscapes.”
Juliane Morian, Library Director, Rochester Hills Public Library said, “We are proud to have a demonstration butterfly
garden at our west entrance. We understand the importance of native plants, pollinators and educating the community
on how they can help save our local pollinators!”
To learn more about the Rochester Pollinators visit rochestermi.org/pollinators. What can you do to help? Spread
the word on Facebook @RochesterPollinators, volunteer and donate—we would love to have you join us in our quest.

A Citizen’s Guide to Rain Gardens
Rain gardens are beautiful landscaping features that manage your stormwater runoff. Their plants and soils absorb
water runoff from roofs, parking lots, lawns, and roads and help to filter out pollutants before they enter the rivers and
streams. Rain gardens are an excellent way to boost your native plant populations as well! By planting a rain garden,
you can help to protect local freshwaters by reducing and managing stormwater pollution on your property. These
gardens also attract butterflies, birds, and other pollinators.
Creating a Functional Rain Garden
•Put Your Rain Garden in the Right Place – Choosing an existing low area on your property is a good place to start.
•Size the Rain Garden Correctly – Make sure your rain garden can handle the amount of stormwater flowing into it.
•Evaluate the Existing Soils – Soils must be able to filter and drain water easily. You may need to amend the soil with
compost and sand for proper infiltration.
•Create an Attractive Design – Select plants that are low-maintenance and native to the region.
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Reduce Water Usage During
Peak Times
The system that brings water to homes and businesses in
Rochester is complex, reliable and costly. It operates best
when not pressed to capacity for long periods of time, but
that is what happens in the summer when lawn watering
and other outdoor water use can triple water consumption.
Making small changes can make big differences. Working
together and shifting peak usage to the hours between
midnight and 5:00 a.m. can have a positive impact on future
rate increases, based on peak usage.
You Can Save Water Immediately:
•
Check that your sprinkler is’t over-watering your yard.
•
Remove water-thirsty turf.
•
Fix water leaks, respond to leak alarms and check for
leaks, it can be one of the most cost effective ways to
use water wisely.

Staying Safe Outside
The City encourages everyone to stay active and enjoy our
beautiful parks and trails. Please remember these guidelines
to ensure everyone’s safety while recreating outside:
•

Maintain at least six feet of distance between you and
those who are not part of your household.

•

Wear a face covering if you are high risk or recreating in
an area that makes social distancing difficult.

•

Avoid or limit playing team
sports or activities that
require shared equipment
or close contact.

More information can be found
at www.oakgov.com/covid or
by calling (800) 848-5533.

2020 NoHaz Dates
and Locations
Drop-off your household hazardous waste for free at
the follwing events:
Saturday, September 26
Oakland County Service Center Campus
1200 N. Telegraph Road, Pontiac
Saturday, October 10
Oakland County Service Center Campus
1200 N. Telegraph Road, Pontiac
For more information and updates please visit www.
nohaz.com or call (248) 858-5656

Senior Concierge Service

Available through August 31, 2020 to assist
and protect Rochester’s Seniors and vulnerable
population, the Treasury Department will offer
Seniors at City Hall, weekdays 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.,
and Senior Concierge Servce by appointment to
pick up tax payments and others transactions upon
request at the Senior’s home in Rochester.
•

Please make all appointments ahead of time
via info@rochestermi.org or calling (248) 7333700 to find a mutually agreeable time.

•

We do respectfully request that residents
seeking concierge service be in one of the CDC
identified at-risk categories such as seniors,
people of any age who have underlying medical
conditions, any other CDC categories.

•

Please let us know any/all businness you would
like to accomplish so we can bring the neccesary
items (pet license tags, forms, etc.).

•

Please wear a face covering if you have one, City
staff will remain socially distanced as much as
possible and will wear a face covering.

•

No City worker will enter a resident’s home, all
meetings will be at the front door only and city
workers will remain outside at all times.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 733-3700 OR
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165

Pay Summer
Taxes and Bills
Contact Free
In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, the City of Rochester
has updated payment options for
the health and safety of the public
and staff.
Updated Payment Options:

EMERGENCY:
9-1-1

Mail - Send checks to City of
Rochester Treasurer, 400 Sixth
Street, Rochester, MI 48307

Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621

Drop Box - Located in the parking
lot on the west side of City Hall.

Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 841-1439
City Manager:
Blaine Wing

Online - Credit Card or e-Check
Payment* Visit www.paylocaltaxes.
com and enter your Parcel # or
Property Address OR enter the
code #. *Additional fees apply.

2020-2021 Budget
Adopted
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the FYE 2021 Budget reflects the City’s
no frills, scaled-back budget with our
multi-year forecast component.
In times of uncertainty, the efficient and
effective use of City resources requires
even more diligent planning and control.
The annual budget is the tool that the City
uses to plan and control resources and
achieve its long- and short-range objectives
as desired by the City Council and the
community.
The City Council played an instrumental
role shaping the 2021 Budget with
its commitment to fiscal discipline,
participation in budget sub-committee
activities, support of core government
services, and investment in community
assets. Proudly, City Council passed the
budget unanioumsly.
The City provides transparent financial
information in the form of our annual
budget document. Residents are
encouraged to visit the City website at
www.rochestermi.org/budget to review this
year’s budget.

bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Complete the
2020 Census

These are challenging times and we all
face our own unique difficulties. There are
resouces available to help. Never hesitate
to pick-up the phone and seek assistance.

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

Public Works Director:
Sandy Monroe
smonroe@rochestermi.org

Take Care of Your
Mental Health

There’s still time to complete you
2020 Census! The Census will
determine the distribution of $675
billion in federal funds! These funds
are invested in schools, hospitals,
roads, public works and other vital
programs. The higher our population,
the greater the opportunity for
local funding and a larger voice. It’s
critically important that everyone
be counted! If you haven’t already
please complete the Census at
www.2020census.gov.

•

National Domestic Violence Hotline:
(800) 799-SAFE (7233)

•

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline:
(800) 273-TALK (8255)

•

National Hotline on Alcoholism:
(800) 662-HELP (4357)

•

Emotional Helpline:
(833) 848-1764

•

Michigan Warmline:
(888) 733-7753
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Voting in the August 4th
Election
All precincts will be open during the August 4th Election
with proper safety procedures in place. Voters may choose
to vote absentee for any reason, including concerns due to
COVID-19.
Those who are interested in voting absentee may submit
applications to have a ballot mailed to you by 5:00 p.m. on
the Friday before the election.
Absentee Ballots can be issued on the day prior to the
election until 4:00 p.m., but the elector must request the
ballot in person at City Hall on that day, and cannot leave
the building with the ballot. Photo identification will be
required to receive the ballot in person.
If you are not registered to vote as of election day, you
may also register and obtain an absentee ballot in person
at the Clerk’s Office prior to 8:00 p.m. Election Day.
You may mail your absentee ballot application to 400 6th
Street, Rochester, MI 48307 to the attention of “Elections”,
drop off the application in person, or place it in the City drop
box located on the west side of the building. We can also
accept applications by email at elections@rochestermi.
org, so long as your information and signature are clearly
visible in the attachment.
Anyone who qualifies as an elector must now register
to vote in person with proof of residency at the City of
Rochester Clerk’s Office, located at 400 Sixth Street,
Rochester, MI 48307 at the following times:
•

Regular business hours: Monday through Friday, from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

•

Saturday, August 1, 2020, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

•

Election Day, Tuesday, August 4, 2020 from 7:00 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m.

More information is available and updates will be posted at
www.rocehstermi.org/elections.

Watch City Meetings Live on Cable
and Online & NOW YouTube
You can watch watch live broadcasts and re-runs of
City meetings on cable television and on the City’s
website, rochestermi.org/webcasts. City Council,
Planning Commission and Downtown Development
Authority (DDA) meetings are all broadcast live.

City Seeks Volunteers
Get involved by joining one of Rochester’s Boards
& Commissions. Applications and a list of all of our
Boards & Commissions are available at City Hall and
online at rochestermi.org/bcapplication

Stay Up to Date on Social Media
•

Follow the City on Facebook at

•

Subscribe to the City’s
Channel on YouTube at

www.facebook.com/rochestermigov

https://bit.ly/2W3jGa4

