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Rochester Prepares for the 2020 Election
Visit www.rochestermi.org/Elections for the latest details.

Mayor Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Mayor Pro Tem Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

As the election inches
closer and closer, the City of
Rochester would like to extend
the resources and information
necessary on this year’s voting
process.
All precincts will be open
during the November 3rd
election with proper safety
procedures in place. Voters
may choose to vote absentee
for any reason. Those who are
interested in voting absentee
may submit applications to
have a ballot mailed to you by
5:00 p.m. on the Friday before
the election.
To obtain an absentee ballot,
you must be a registered voter
and submit a signed, written
request or use the absentee
voter application which is available in person or online. Absentee Ballots can be issued on
the day prior to the election until 4:00 p.m., but this must be done in person at City Hall
by Election Day and voters cannot leave the building with the ballot. Photo identification
will be required to receive the ballot in person.
The City Clerk’s Department has extended its hours for ease of accessibility in registering
to vote as well as requesting absentee ballots. The Clerk’s Department will be open from
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, and on Saturday October 31st from
Noon until 5:00 p.m.

Council Member Mark Albrecht
malbrecht@rochestermi.org

Additional signage has been added to the City Dropbox located at City Hall that now
displays “Ballot Box” to clearly identify the City Dropbox as an acceptable location to
drop ballots off for no contact delivery. Ballots also received at the Police Department’s
24 hour window will be also be collected by the City Clerk.
Ballots were mailed out September 24th, and can be returned via mail or in person to City
Hall, using the drop box or dropping them inside during business hours. Please visit www.
rochestermi.org/elections for more information or call 248-733-3700.

Council Member Amanda H. Keighley
akeighley@rochestermi.org

Community Survey

The City will be sending out the community survey to all households. You will have
the opportunity to complete the survey online or by mail. This survey helps shape the
community and your input is incredibly valued. More information on page 5.
Council Member Steve Sage
ssage@rochestermi.org
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Adapability of Community Events
Adaptibility and quick ability to adapt has what ensured our community
stay as vibrant as ever. A big thanks goes to our Downtown Development
Authority that has come up with creative ways for residents and visitors to
engage with safe, responsible activities Downtown. This will continue into
the Fall and Winter. While many of the traditional events we look forward
to during this time of year will look different or have to wait until next year,
the staff is working hard to bring a new look to old events and new events
all together. Of course we will be closely following all guidelines, which will
create a dynamic nature to our planning; to receive the most up to date
information about events follow Downtown Rochester on Facebook, visit
downtownrochestermi.com or call (248) 656-0060.

Big Bright Light Show

Small Business Saturday

Coming in November, The Big, Bright Light
Show! A dazzling holiday light display featuring
over 1.5 million points of light in Downtown
Rochester. For more information, call 248-6560060 or visit downtownrochestermi.com.

November 28
Small Business Saturday is a day dedicated to
supporting small businesses across the country.
Founded by American Express
in 2010, this day is celebrated
every year on the Saturday
after Thanksgiving. This year,
Small Business Saturday is on
November 28th. We encourage
everyone to Shop Small! Shop
Downtown Rochester!
For more information, call
248-656-0060 or visit downtownrochestermi.com.

Festival of Trees
Cocktail Preview – November 20
At the Royal Park Hotel
7:00 – 10:00 pm (limited tickets available)

Saturday, November 21, 10:00 am – 8:00 pm
Sunday, November 22, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
A holiday spectacular unlike any other, featuring
trees, wreaths, centerpieces, and more designed
and donated by the Metro Detroit community.

Be the first to enjoy decorated trees, wreaths,
centerpieces, and more during this Cocktail Preview
including refreshments and silent auction. All proceeds
benefit The Big, Bright Light Show. To purchase tickets,
call 248-656-0060 or visit downtownrochestermi.com.

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!
visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester
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Tree Removal Permits
The City Council recently established an Ad Hoc Committee charging them with evaluating the City’s existing Tree
Ordinance. The overarching goal of the request, was to better communicate the City’s desire to continue to not
only protect the existing Tree Canopy Citywide, but increase it with an aggressive tree planting/education and
preservation plan.
“Under direction by Mayor Bixson, the Tree Committee began earlier on 2020. Made up of two other council
members and myself, we also had a resident very passionate about trees, along with an expert in the building and
architectural field, we began work. All of us quickly realized that we wanted to review the ordinance that had been
in place for many years, with the goal of improving the tree canopy, protecting homeowner rights and preserving
Landmark and Historic trees. Despite meeting limitations due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we engaged virtually
to hear valuable public feedback from residents, Homeowner Associations, and commercial developments with
large common areas. This was a collaborative process that ensured we presented to City Council an Ordinance
with language to increase the tree canopy in Rochester for future generations to come,” says Council Member Mark
Albrecht.
The Committee met multiple times over the past several months and presented their findings to the full City Council
for their consideration. The Committee also engaged the Homeowner Associations on the east side of the City
as they have a unique situation within their subdivisions with general common areas, boulevards and designated
woodlands.
City Council adopted many of the changes the Committee suggested including but not limited to: how Landmark/
Historic Trees removal requests are handled, replacement requirements., exempting dead trees from the nominal
activity definition which allows for the removal of up to three, seven-inch or greater trees within a twelve month
period as long as they are not Landmark or Historic Trees, establishing a permanent Tree Committee who staff
could use as a sounding Board for issues resulting from the Ordinance and establishing a $50 permit fee for the
first 3 “free trees” and $10 per tree fee after that. It also changed the tree replacement policy for the Homeowner
Associations and Commercial developments within the City in common areas, boulevard areas and designated
woodlands. It also requires a yearly accounting report identifying our removals, plantings and affect on the Tree
Canopy the first quarter of each year.
The new Ordinance changes will take affect January 1, 2021.

Fall Fertilization
Fall is here and it’s time to fertilize. Taking the time to fertilize in the fall will strengthen your plants’ and lawn’s roots,
giving them a strong base on which to thrive next spring.
Early in September, grass is recovering from a long hot summer and may be coming out of a drought-induced
dormancy, so you’ll want to give your lawn a shot of nitrogen to push blade growth in late September or early
October. Always follow the manufacturer’s recommended rate of application. By helping roots grow before winter
sets in, you are insuring that the lawn will green-up quicker in the spring and become more resistant to disease and
draught.
The benefits of fall fertilization can be stretched even further into the following season by returning grass clippings
to the lawn. Grass clippings break down quickly returning nitrogen in a natural, slow release form that avoids fast top
growth and heavy mowing chores.
Grass clippings recycle about one-third of the nitrogen back to the lawn. The rest is lost to the atmosphere, soil,
animal life, and other locations where it is unavailable to the grass.
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The City’s Water Systems
Due to a combination of factors, some residents of the City of Rochester had summer water/ sewer bills that were
higher than in recent years. This can be contributed to an unusually dry summer. The system that brings water to
homes and businesses in Rochester is complex, reliable and costly. It operates best when not pressed to capacity
for long periods of time, but that is what happens in the summer when lawn watering and other outdoor water use
can triple water consumption. Making small changes can make big differences. Working together and shifting peak
usage to the hours between midnight and 5:00 a.m. can have a positive impact on future rate increases, based on
peak usage. Some tips to save water include checking that your sprinkler isn’t over-watering your yard, removing
water-thirsty turf, fixing water leaks, responding to leak alarms and checking for leaks.
We know that bills can be expensive, and we want to help you save money any way you can; that’s why we want you
to know about your water meter leak alert. If water is continually passing through the meter for a 24-hour period, a
leak alarm icon will be present on the screen. When the City’s meter reading system indicates that your meter has a
possible problem, the city will include a leak alarm notice with your bill. What can you do from there? Call the City and
request the Water Department review your 90-day usage. A representative from the Water Department will contact
you, go over your usage data and discuss the possible issues that can cause a leak. Alternatively you can also call a
plumber and have them take a look to see if they can find any issues. Please visit www.rochestermi.org/leakalarm or
call (248) 733-3700 for more information.

BREAKDOWN OF COSTS TO SERVE WELL1 AND GLWA 1 CUSTOMERS (¢/GALLON)
The SOURCE of the Water is the SOURCE of the Difference
GLWA Water Purchased from Shelby Township .64¢
Water Produced from City Wells .04¢

Water Delivery .20¢
Sewer Collection .17¢
Sewer Treatment .49¢

Administration/Customer Service .03¢

WELL CUSTOMERS 1
.93¢ per gallon
1

Well customers are generally WEST of Letica Drive. GLWA Customers are generally EAST of Letica Drive.

Medication Disposal
Proper Medication Disposal for Water Quality:
Never place expired pharmaceuticals down a toilet or sink, where
they can enter our drinking water supply. Drop them off at the
Rochester Police Department during normal business hours.
Old medications can also be dropped off at any North Oakland
Household Hazardous Waste Program (NoHaz) Collection site
this year.
For more information on the NoHaz Program and upcoming
locations and times, visit www.oakgov.com.

GREAT LAKES WATER AUTHORITY
1.53¢ per gallon
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 733-3700 OR
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 841-1439
City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Randy McClure
rmcclure@rochestermi.org

Public Works Director:
Sandy Monroe
smonroe@rochestermi.org

Police Honor Guard
The Rochester Police Honor Guard has
been in existence for seventeen years. It is
comprised of eight members of all ranks.
Besides leading the annual Christmas
Parade, the Honor Guard has been
requested to participate in events such
as the State of the City Address, Oakland
University basketball games, USPBL
games at Jimmy Johns Field, Yellow
Ribbon Charity Golf Outing, the Ted
Lindsey Foundation Golf Outing, Detroit
Tigers games, police funerals, and other local events. Most recently, the Honor
Guard performed a Flag folding ceremony at the Heroes Point dedication. Each
member is sent through training to learn the many intricacies of Flag code and
proper movements. The Rochester Police Honor Guard is known throughout the
law enforcement community as one of the sharpest teams in the state.

Fall Leaf
Collection
The City provides leaf collection for
our residents, but has not yet set the
opening date for the 2020 curbside
leaf program. We request residents to
please keep all leaves out of the curb
and gutter until the City provides the
season opening date for the program,
which will be posted on our website
and sent out in an e-blast. Once the
program begins, we request residents
either rake leaves in rows to the edge
of the roadway or place leaves in yard
waste collection bags.
If you rake the leaves to the edge of
the roadway, the leaf piles should
be raked away from the storm catch
basins to avoid flooding. If you place
leaves in yard waste collection bags,
the city’s refuse hauler will collect
these bags. Please do not put any yard
waste or brush in the leaf piles. Please
contact the Department of Public
Works at (248) 651-5165 or visit: www.
rochestermi.org/LeafCollection.

Community Survey

This fall, the City will be asking for
residents’ feedback about satisfaction
with City services and future priorities.
The 2020 survey will help the City
Council prioritize future work and
resources to maintain and where possible,
improve overall resident satisfaction
with City services. This survey will
also serve as a reference for the City’s
performance in comparison to our last
survey that was performed in 2016.
The City Council and staff remain
strongly focused on being good stewards
of public resources by providing
highquality public services in a costeffective manner, and much of the
work planned for FY 2021 supports the
objective of continuous improvement.
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City Council Votes for No
Water Rate Increases
On August 24, 2020 City Council in a unanimous vote
to approve no rate increases for the 2020-21 billing year.
The Infrastructure Committee recommended this no rate
increase this year (September 2020 to August 2021)
based off the recommendations of the water and sewer
rate study completed by Raftelis. Mayor Stuart Bikson
said “The City of Rochester has invested wisely in our
water and sewer infrastructure. This investment will lead
to zero rate increase this year and small increases into
future years. Keeping water and sewer rate increases
small and predictable is a goal of our City Council.” This
will ensure that the City will have the ability to maintain
safe and reliable drinking water and sewage disposal
systems, while recovering costs from usage.
The City of Rochester engaged Raftelis to develop water
and sewer financial plans and develop rate structure
alternatives to meet the City’s objectives. Anthony
Moggio, the City’s Finance Director, said, “Transparency
and Accountability are areas we strive for in the City of
Rochester. That is why we contracted with Raftelis to
provide a deep review of our rates to make sure that
they are fair and equitable to the users. All the users of
our water system can review and see through Raftelis’s
report that our rates are indeed fair and equitable. In
fact, no rate change for this year and minor ones going
forward is a testament to that.” The general objective
of the financial planning process was to determine the
level of rate revenue required to provide for the financial
sustainability of the utilities into the future. For additional
information on the City’s sewer and water rates and to
review the full report please visit www.rochestermi.org/
rates.

Watch City Meetings Live on Cable
and Online & NOW YouTube
You can watch watch live broadcasts and re-runs of
City meetings on cable television and on the City’s
website, rochestermi.org/webcasts. City Council,
Planning Commission and Downtown Development
Authority (DDA) meetings are all broadcast live.

City Seeks Volunteers
Get involved by joining one of Rochester’s Boards
& Commissions. Applications and a list of all of our
Boards & Commissions are available at City Hall and
online at rochestermi.org/bcapplication

Stay Up to Date on Social Media
•

Follow the City on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/rochestermigov

•

Subscribe to the City’s
Channel on YouTube at
https://bit.ly/2W3jGa4

